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«1 T3 is not good. for man to > be alone,” 
4 faid I. This idea recalled to, my re. : 
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ſent fituation gave me. leave to think of 


wrote to Captain Dobelmayer to enquire 


: 
| 
MEWS 
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after the family of Meinhardt, with whom, 1 
1 entreated him to redouble his cares in m 2 1 
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* ; 2 1 * 
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favor, e LD 


- 
nr I EE Donna 


lng the partner which fate had be- ETD. E 
ſtowed on me. 2 T he advantage of my pre- N 


enjoying Hymeneal pleaſures: 1 therefore | 4. 
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Shall I own that the ſplendor with which 
I was ſurrounded gave me the moſt flatter- 
ing hopes of ſacceſs ; nor could I doubt 
bur the friends of my wife would haſten to 
acknowledge the union of their daughter 
with ſuch a diſtinguiſhed character; nay, 


1 thought they would be flattered by it, ſo 


reatly was my ſituation altered. There 
were even moments when I wavered in un- 
certainty, whether it would not be moſt 


prudent for me to ally myſelf to an ancient 


and noble houſe, and abandon the trader's 


; daughter, whom the caprice of fate had 
made my 1 wife. I know not if it was a ſen- 


timent of duty, or fear of involving myſelf 
in law-ſuits, on the legitimacy of | my mar- 
nage contracted at Hamburg ; or, in ſhort, 
the ſu perabundance of ignoble blood which 
filled my veins was too-great a contraſt to 
that of heroes who | could boaſt ſeventeen 
quarterings, 
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quarterings: Be it as it may, æ fecret cauſe 
inſpired me with an avetfion to ladies of 
"TOE" Fe ny 9 | 


In the morning, when In went Web of. 
fice of finance, thoſe pale beauties appeared: | 
at their windows,” their eyes funk, ank 
their chartns out of repair; | This was the 

zoment in which they quitted their beds of 
down, their chamber-maids carefully in- 
forming them of che intereſting ſcandal of 
the neighbourhood, to amufe the firſt hours 
of the morning. At noon the Kilful architect 


raiſed the edifice of a tranſparent toupee, 
in which was intermingled the ſpoils „„ 
hundred heads. Miraculous boxes furs | | 
riſked them with biüles, zd a ſtrong but 
fine wire thread tied in a beautiful row of 1 
ivory teeth, in tlie place of thoſe defttoyed' l 
$ 44 on hag viands and TOE - 
* | > _ | 
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to Wer 45 Ke natu oh ee, their 


deformed _ four hours labour. at the 
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corrupted by the court, promiſs iS 


* hiraſelf any happineſs with beings fo little; 5 4 
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8 eptortainit my friends, giving 4 Seren 
diegtee of dignity to my ſituation, and by 
che elegance and gentleneſs of her manners, 
| fo totally to delight firang gers, chat in all 


| finaps > Claus de Clauſpach, would be 
ſpoken of with rapture. Theſe ideas ba- 


5 1 ignorance would have made me bluſh, and 


> 3 much 1 inthe affairs of the houſehold. No- | 
: thing can be more humiliating to a. man o 
rank than aukwardneſs and want of breed - 


ing in his wife; if ſhe cannot anſwer when 
| addrefled 1 in F. rench, or propoſes ſome vul- 


gar Same when it is neceflary. to: amuſe the 


the cuſtoms of twelfth day, when the dif- F 
Os courſe turns on the abe. * three e *. 


countries the houſe of the director of 


piſhed all thoughts of a country lady, whoſe 


might have diſgraced me by interfering too 


company, or miſunderſtands and talks of 


* eff * 5 
— 


* A. libel that wb more 5 Pia it 8 


GIL 14s. | 7 


Such: behaviour Shs a man into the " 
' moſt aukward ſituations ; I therefore gave 
up all thoughts of. a country lady. 


Hymen appeared to me the moſt conform- 


able to reaſon and probity; ; it is true I did 
not know my ſpouſe, having only ſeen her . 
for a few minutes, and then in the pangs 
of child-birth, Without thinking chat this 

extraordinary marriage was decreed by. = 
Heaven, the advice of the captain on the 
ſubject of fortune, the character of the 
Meinhardt family, the mild temper of the : . 
lady, all which he informed me of, gave 
me room to ſuppoſe ſhe had been. carefully. Þ 

educated. Theſe had their proper weight, 
and I could not but ſuppoſe that ſhe had 
ſufficient merit and qualifications to do ho- 
nour to the diſtinguiſhed rank and charac- 


834 2 


14 


THE erna 


jr of vits co f yg TIP 
; | de Claulbach. C65 5 0 N : . N \ N 


to him nearly as follows: Fortune has 
| placed me i in a fituation Where I can make 


choiee leſs on the advantages of birth than 
on the qualities of the heart. The firſt fa- 
milies ſeek my alliance: 1 however prefer 
following the decrees of fate, which unite 
me to Mademoiſelle Meinhardt. Bp fo 
vbliging as to declare my preſent 

to her parents, and to entreat them to ſuffer 
fome one of their family to accompany their 
daughter hither. T ſhall give; out that ſhe 
is the widow of the merchant it Haftendonk, 


marriage at the foot of the altar.” 2 
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tor of finance, Claus 
NM. de W was at Riga; 10 urote 


5 a companion happy. 1 mall regulate my 


and we will a ſecond time conſeerage © our 
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us Finny perſuaded that the” parents. of my. 2 
; ſpouſe would accept this propoſal WAs 
_ C99 began to put my houſe in order 
te though without communicating my inten- 5 
as tions to any one. My apartments were 
e furniſhed in the neweſt taſte. I procured: a | 
iy. i fie de channtre of the higheſt tor, and like — 
n wife engaged 4 compleat hair-drefſer : my 
a- i 
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fix: FLAS. 2 PS 5 : ON | 7 


footman and coachman were ordered 0 4 
wear Their hair in bags. 1. beſpokeinew lis 
veries⸗ conformiablexto: my arms, e 
dem winke e et 8 1c 
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des more than his revenue. The * 
partment of finance was always obliged to 
| furniſh money; no one dared propoſe a 


reform ; che prefident, Mg de Malbfelde, 
had net eſcaped frauds and extortion ; even 


the prince's favourite, while in friendſhip 
" vith him, had enriched herſelf at the pub- 
lie expence; in ſhort, the country had been 
drained, * My firſt care was to put a rein 


on the impoſitions of the councillors and 


| farmers of the revenue, a ſtep that econo- 
miſed prodigious ſums, but drew on me 
powerful eneinies, who did not dare openly 
declare againſt me, but waited a moment 


favourable to their opal 0 do me e injury. 


— . 


To pay the arrears, vie 6 money into 


5 the treaſury, I leaſed out the domains, 


| which had been very ill ie d till chat 
de. The ballifts were E obliged to furniſh 
| ſecurity 


poſited for the ſervice of the ſtate; though 
this was not a means of repaying the debts, 
as the caſh ſooner or later muſt be returned 
en to thoſe who advanced it, yet the prince 
not looking forward, was dazzled and 
charmed with ſo much money. This ma4 


my adverſaries could not conceive why M. 
de Melhfeldt had not been {kilful enough 
to diſco;er ſuch an eaſy reſource. 


* 


appropriate a part to herſelf: ſhe even 


| fortune to herſelf, or rather to the little Bo- 
i logna bitch which I had preſented her: She 
| VVV was 


eit BLAS- rr. 


ſecurity in ready money, and the ſums de- | 


| neeuvre raiſed me in his good graces, and 


The 3 was no ſooner informed of | 
| the ſhower of gold which was falling into 
the prince' $ coffers, than ſhe determined to 


formed an idea that I muſt favour her de- | 1 
ſigns, ſince I owed the amazing-riſe of my 


2 _— 
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mis . 


and zeal:to ſerve the prince, would not ſuf- 


75 2 ſtep, ſoon diſcovered, and would in- 
5 | ii event had not. ern me againſt | 
46 hana 8 court riſes rapidly to 
: a great fortune, che mothers and daughters 
all intereft. themſelves in his favour, .untib 
ne has the folly to deelare poſitively, or to 
ſhew by concluſive facts, chat He 18 reſolved 


: one of them on whom the choice falls + 


3 , ? * ry 5 - » 
. . 7 
. 5 

” * 


was however miſtaken ; love of my duty, 


fer me to give into ĩimpoſitions; I therefore 
teſpectfully refuſed the requeſt, and Ma- 
dame Balleriaire received her penſion; „and 
nothing more. This reſiſtance: gave riſe to 
a:coolnels, which the eourtiers, attentive: to 


vitably have haſtened my ruin, if an un- 


en. 


14 £ 2 p VI * : 


to ſelect. K companion, and that it is noi 


from which time, ſorrow be to her. whom 


by, © 


E 


he chooſes for his ſpouſe. I ernelly expe- 


rienced this; for I had hardly obtained my 


patent of nobility than che entranee of di- 
Ringuiſhed houſes was not only open to 
me, but I was received with the moſt par- 
ticular kindneſs, eſpecially by thoſe who 
| had marriageable daughters; They ridi- 


culed celibacy, endeavoured to charm me 
by every feminine art, reproaching me with | 


having a tender inclination for Emilia, Con- 


ſtance, or Adelaide, which when I denied, , 
they added, Well, what harm would it 
be? Yow are amiable Who could refuſe | 
you their daughter Pa: Theſe difcourſes, and | | 
others of | the ſame nature, threw me into 
the greateſt embarraſſment. N knew” not | : 
what to reply—The coqu ets favoured me 
with languiſhing glances, honouring me 
with that ſentimental tenderneſs which poets 


deſeribe as contracted in dae hg the 


Wa. Ci: pus 


1 
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pale light of the moon; but it was in vain, 


I was proof againſt their arts. My birth- 


day was enquired after ; and my. name be- 
ing Peter, the chains of St. Peter furniſhed 
a ſubject to overwhelm me with little poeti- 


cal pieces, in which alluſion was made from 


the chains of the apoſtle to the gentle ones 


of love; I was alſo loaded with preſents of 


aner, _ — other winkets, 


4 


The director of finance, Claus 4 Clauf. 
bach, was inſenſible to all theſe compli- 


ments, notwithſtanding the attacks redou- 
f bled, when it was known that I was fettling 


ba NW * e declared 


F ” 


1 were in this ſtate, when I was 
attacked on another ſide. The preſident, 


. de .. had never been married; 
** 97 - 


- GIL BAS. 15 


* 


in, be care of his houſehold was therefore 
th- left to one of his nieces of the ſame name, 
de- Ind about twenty-two years: of age, rather 
ed given to coquetry. but amiable, lively, 
ti. Wrell-made, and eyes of ſuch extreme bril- 
m liancy, that they could hardly be looked on 
es with indifference, and which 158 ne 
of e ne, TO 
N. a Methfelde FIN primo, that my 
{= management of "the finances advanced me 
li- daily in the good -will of the prince; ; ſex 


dude, chat I did not appear to ſelect any 


ig bay among the nobility of che city; iertio, 
2d Bf chat netwichſtanding that coolneſs, I ex- 


preſſed no averſion to marriage: and, quarto, = 
chat I was no longer on good terms with 
che favourite, to whom he had vowed eter- 

nal hatred. All theſe conſidered, he a 

ed his Plan, and zelolved to conclude wi 1 


ws 


. 


* 
* 
- 
1 1 1 8 
* # „„ — 2 


iance, offenſive and defen- 
8 1 His niece was intended as abe hoſ- 


e; and the preliminaries thus Fettled cn 
| 3 J was ans ”_ 


PE. 


o 
— 


3 co my friend?” tha he, 
ind me. will give you every ir- 
my weakened memo 

e cares, you well Kk now, long de- 
myſelf. Oblige me 
. | on this houſe as your own; 3 vod have ng — 


- N 


e 5 
n 
N 1 1 


3 


f thoſe cuſtoms licht Firm the charm of þ "X 
ociety.. At leaſt it is pleaſant to have « , 
riend's houſe: to uſe occaſionally. The - 


by 

Us ore frequenty you come, the more you WS. A 
. will oblige us; my niece is of the ſame 2 
0 $ pinion ; ſhe: receives you with greater plea- E 
* fure than you are aware of—is it not true, | 


| Caroline But Why bluſh, my dear Þ—* of 3 
Sbe is the only friend I have left; ; ſhe 


'o. Poothes the ſorrows: of my age. have for- 

i merly often repented not marrying; for it 
85 18 conſoling i in the decline of life to have a | 
friend to take on them thoſe little attentions 

| to which in an advanced period we owe our 


exiſtence. Since Caroline has been with 
me, I I ceaſe to regret it; her friendſhip fup- | 
: WW plics the tenderneſs of a wifez ſhe 1s kind 
and good, is dear to me as a child; and 1 
1 ball one day inherit all I poſſeſs. 1 could | ö 1 ? 
1 

| 

: 


not live were we. n een ; never 5 


4 6 =, 44 p « 7 * 
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may have, however advantageous, ſhouldf 
+ ooo her to leave the wan; 0 


wy was — . ſee the 

end of theſe. diſcourſes, and alſo of my flat- 

. tering reception; indeed, I could not doubt 

it, for the preſident's party praiſed me in 

all companies; ſome of my friends even 

aſked when they might compliment me on 

the 1 alliance 1 Was about con- 
AN 112 A ae 


as 3. codes Labſifted | between The 
e favourite and myſelf, prudence ap- 
peared to counſe] | me not to ffend M. de 
Melhfeldt. He did not deſpair of gaining 
his purpoſe, a circumſtance that rendered 
my party ſufficiently powerful to oppoſe the 
action of Madame Balleriaire. 9 
e „ Norwith: 


— 


611 LAB. — 


N N I daily FREE" a let- 
er from Riga, which muſt finally deter- 
nine my conduq; if favourable, it could 
or fail animating the preſident and his 
arty againſt me. 1 had made Cufficiens 
progreſs in politics to endeavour, under - 
and. to reconcile: myſelf to che favourite. 
\n occaſion ſoon. preſented, and which was 
hot incompatible with my principles of pro- 
pity. Madame Balleriaire wiſhed. to ohr 
ain an eſtate in the country, and out of 
he prince's dominions: I propoſed one 
which I thought very cheap, and engaged 
the ſovercign to make her a conſiderable 
p reſent toward the purchaſe. This circum» 
ace made peace between us. Madame 
ing e was not of a bad diſpoſition, and | 
red I thought it moſt prudent to endeavour to 
the preſerve her in favour, rather than riſk 7 
e With one to ſucceed her, who ' a | 
to re . 1 ſhould 
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would not c think himſelf favoured by her 

Fhis auler, bY men confeſs, lowered 
ay pride, but at the fame time inſpired 
me with eſteem = en for n e 


The ate thus fir FFT 1 bie 
not with pro Yi ty retreat; bu „at the 
ſame time, cautious in concealing my pro. 
Ject, 1 informed no one but the pritice of 
my intention, telling him I had a rich wi 
dom F d to me; news that gave him 

ateount of the bope it gave 


im of my wi fs fortune enriching the 


cobntry. Fentte ted permiffon of abſence 
for ſome months to Riga: he readily com · 
plied with my requeſt, and I departed; but 


rede earnee (bool that cone: had 1 


KB 7 | c * 4 . g 
1a 3 g 7 
ps | | | x known 
- 
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nown princes I might have foreſeen it) 
hat before I had reached the firſt poſt, 
ny ſecret had eſcaped the lips of his high- 
deſs, and wWas known not only to * cour- 


her 


ers, but * over the city. DO 


* 


x 
£ — 
: * 
* * . * * — * : 
1 * Le $ G 4 oo 2 „ * 
1 4 * * * — — + — # . * — >- * * ꝙ4 2 
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IM. Clais 4 22 Ape to fetch bis 
8 otſe from Ri ga—dn inforefeen Meri 
on the Road. er 


* 


- 


| EFORE my departure, I wrote to my 
| generous | benefactor, the Pruſſian 


. 
» 

2 8 * 

8 1 N 
Ws : 2 


envoy. 1 informed him of the happineſs of 
my preſent ſituation; doubtleſs it would 
” have been more to the. purpoſe. to, have 
Pp given him a deſcription of what was pal: 
. and to have profited by his counſel; 

for he had deſired me to aſk, if 1 found i it 
= neceſſary... But the ſucceſs of my enter- 
LE a 7» prize had inſpired me with ſuch aſſur- 1 
ance, that if I did not entirely forget the this 
e of 1 my fortu ne, at leaſt 1 had a great myſ 
zou t to believe chat my < own w, Wy 


* 
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much as his favour had contributed to 
raiſe me. to the height where I was now 
placed. 1 did not receive the anſwer of 
this reſpectable man till my return; whe- 
her my letter diſpleaſed him, or that there 
was ſome cauſe of offence to myſelf un- 
known, his ſtyle was cold. He ſimply * 
wiſhed me a continuance of happineſs, and 
again entreated me to beware of the preſi- 
ſident de Melhfeldr. CR RF 


I W wh all the ſpeed common to 
the great, rapidly galloping through towns, 
| villages, and provinces, without caſting my 
eyes either to the right or left, in order to 
each Lubeck as ſpeedily as poſſible, where 
1 intended to embark. Before I quitted 
this city, gratitude, or rather vanity to ſhew 


myſelf i in all my ſtate, engaged me to pay 
my compliments to the merchant whoſe re- 


26 „ GERMAN 


Colmniidciion had firſt advanced me to the 
place of ſecretary ; but my patron was noi - 
more; misfortunes in trade had brought 4 


| him to the tomb, and left his affairs in the 
greateſt confuſion. His widow lived in a 


| b ; very confined manner on the wreck of hi ! 
fortune. She received me graciouſly, noi 
could I quit her without emotion; her fate, 
Furniſhed me with ſome bitter reflection 


on the inſtability of fortune. - T-alfo viſited 


— hy Rl Are hs 


the hall where I gave my concerts UnCer 


—— A 


— ——— 
po 


the name of Signor Clozetti. e 
At night I returned to my hotel, and or- 
dered a light ſupper; and while they were 


— 
— —ĩ— — 2 — — — 


ll converting the remains of the dinner int 
3 r ee J amuſed _—_ with pan. 4 © 
4 | 
| | <8 In a litle room adjoining my apartment k 
8 
| | [ 7 -*Þ heard dome one . with 1 ſteps, 0 
| | [ : 190; 5 . | 5 And 
1 
=. 
| 
1 
ö . 1 4 


and ſighing deeply: 2 excited my curio- 

ſity; I thought I heard the perſon ſpeak, 
and advancing towards the partition which | 
ſeparated us, I liſtened. The door of the 
ſtranger's apartment opened; the hoſt en- 


tered, and addreſſed him in theſe terms 


6 Sir, the poſt is again -arrived, without 
bringing you a bill of exchange; Tam 


weary with waiting, and- will not ſuffer my- 


ſelf to be any longer amuſed with | promiſes; 
I therefore inform you in few words, pay | 
me before to-morrow, or I will arreſt your 
perſon.” The ſtranger had recourſe to en- 


treaties, but the hoſt was inflexible. The 


unfortunate man abandoned himſelf to a 
paroxyſm of. deſpair; and the hoſt, forget 
ting all reſpect, ſeized him with great rude- 5 | 
neſs. The ſcuffle and noiſe was fo violent, 
that 1 baſtily left my apartment, and with. 
ont com pliment entered the ſtranger's | 


cw 


Rd] . £2 . room. 
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We 


vom. What is the matter ?” Aid I to 
| the hoſt; but before he could anſwer, or 1 
renew the queſtion, I -was ſtruck with the 
features of the inſulted perſon. Great 
God!” exclaimed I, © is it you, Reyer- 

| berg?” —* And is it you, my dear Claus?” 
8 replied. he. Sdrprize deprived us of the 
Power of ſpeech; and without reſolving the 
queſtions, both continued filent. The hoſt 

pulled off his hat reſpeci fully, and left us, 
Aoubtleſs, to relate the * adventure 
| ene. ih C 697 3g Ne 


Whoever has ſailed on the ocean of the 
great affairs of this world, and has been 
toſſed about by the contrary winds of am- 
bition, vanity, and a deſire of command 
6 ſuſpicious of every veſſel he meets, fearful 
of its gaining the wind, or that it ſhould 
be a 9 wag theſe poetic images? 
| 3 


cr 


pl; 
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find it would be terribly difficult for me 
5 continue the metaphor, or, to ſpeak 
ore properly, the alluſion; I ſhall there - 
ore take a more ſimple method. 


In the ſituation where fate had placed 
- I doubtleſs ſtood in need of a friend, 
. t knew not where to procure one to 
eek among courtiers would be to truſt my 
port-folio to a gang of thieves Among my 
adulators ?—Who would borrow money of 
is debtors ?—Among thoſe that envied 
1e? Would you declare your phyſician 
your heir ?—In a word, it was morally 1 im- 


honor any one of thoſe with his entire con- | 
fidence, or open to them the ſecrets of his 
heart. A man whoſe actions muſt be de- 
1d ermined by the miferable and by the tom- 
s Wplicate wheel of politics, rarely finds a fin- 
d 5 C3 5 cere 


polſible that M. Claus de Clauſbach cou 


* 
5 
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cere friend. 1 muſt⸗ ee | gi myſelf 
Juſtice ; my heart was not yet inſenſible to 
the attractions of friendſhip, though per- 


haps in time I ſhould have attained a de-| 


gree of obduracy. I confeſs i it to my ſhame, 
in the intoxication of my good fortune; I 
had feldom thought of my. friend, nor had 
1 taken the. pains I ought to inform myſelf 
of his fate. | 


- 


Let any. one e imagine what joy 1 expe - 


rienced i in meeting the companion of my 


youth, my partner in many adventures; in 
a. word, the brave and generous: Louis 5 
| whom I had e loved. | 

1 2 0 bil a at the 3 * hal. 
tened to inform each other of the events 
which had paſſed ſince our ſeparation. 1 


alert we ſhould no more ſeparate; he 


PD; FS „ö; 3B65 © _ 
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1 


ccompanied me to Riga, where 1 formed 
he project of placing him on my return in 
ome of the offices. belonging to the prince. 
The detail of Soph e was 
s follows His eldeſt brother David was, 
ks before mentioned, couticillor amel cham- 


be rlain to the duke of * * U. 75 hypocriſy | 


md flattery raiſed him to the rank of mi- 
iſter. He neglected no means to diſcover 
the ſituation df his brother, particularly | 
ſince the death of an old aunt, who had leſt: 


him her heir, and whoſe wealth Da id 


wiſhed to appropriate to himſelf ; his ſearch 
was at length ſucceſsful; for repairing to 
Hamburg, he allured his brother by falſe . z 
promiſes. to his dwelling, where he fold _ 
him to an Eaſt-India captain. Louis was 
ſecretly embarked,” and forced to ſerve as 
ſerjeant. Soon after he learned, that David 

5 8 70 C4 had 


1 
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| | ad died in the moſt cruel agonies, in con- 
= ſequence of a fall, which had fractured his 
ll leg. It was no longer difficult to procure 
5 his diſcharge, he employing bis ſmall re- 
remains of money to reach Lubeck. One 
night when he was faſt aſleep on board the 
veſſel, they met with a challop, whoſe crew 
boarded their ſhip; among others was a 
Jew, who probably had ſecretly” entered 

| Reyerberg's cabin, for when he awoke; his. 
little treafure was miſſing. He complained 
that he was robbed; no one would confeſs 
the crime; the captain was a hard unfcel- 
ing wretch, and. refuſed him any aſfſtance; 
thus my poor friend arrived at Lubeck in 
extreme diſtreſs.” By chance he learned my 
preſent fituation, and immediately wrote 
an account of his misfortunes, expecting 
from my friendſhip the. neceffary relief, 
His r did not reach me, for I had 
„ . quitted 
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3 the court ſame days before its ar- 
| rival there; I rejoiced ſincerely at the happy 2 
fortune that re. united us. : | 


We left ad perlecuy Geiefiadis en · 
tertainin g converſation beguiled the length 
of the way, until we arrived happily at 
Reyerberg was of fo chearful a diſpoſi- 
tion, that he could not avoid burſting into ; 
fits of laughter when my ſervants unpacked 
ke trunks. They ſpread out ſeveral hand - 
ſome ſuits ; and though I place but litele 
weight on dreſs and elegance, I deliberated 


bor ſome time which I ſhould prefer. A 


berg vice is important, and we endeavour 
„de ſhew ourſelves to the beſt advantage 
when we wiſh to gain a heart, Barber, 
hair- -drefſer, perfumer, were all employed 
: ; 05 . 0 


maitres. In this extremity, I at length per- 
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to decorate me; nay, this: great wks ſo 
totally employed my thoughts, that I had 
almoſt forgot my companion's whole ward- 
robe conliſted- of a ſingle ſuit of ſerjeant's | 
uniform, unfit to appear in the fame car- 
riage with my elegant habit. I endeayoured 
to. perſuade him to decorate his coat, and | 
aſſume the name of an officer ; but Louis 
would not give into this innocent impoſi- 
tion. I had rather,” replied he, . ſtay 
at the inn than paſs for what I am not.. 
It was however impoſſible to clothe him at 
once: for it is not at Riga as at Paris, 
where you find at every maſter taylor's 
dreſſes that have often ferved to convert 
German counts and Barons i into needy petit 


ſuaded him to put on my black ſuit.—— 
People of diſtinction have frequently fa- 
= _ mournings z ; N che courts always 

Rr | 4 255 allow 
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low the privilege of wearing black to their 
Il paid chamberlains, who frequently mourn. 
or an old uncle that never exiſted, when 


d- 
vs | eceſſitated to diſpoſe of their wardrobe at 
ar- he Moni de Piete. 5 


„ 


This buſineſs ſettled, I cauſed my arrival 
o be announced to Captain Dobelinayer. 
le immediately Joined me, teſtifying the 
ame affectionate friendſhip to which I had' = 
defore been ſo much obliged. At the mo- 
nent I am writing theſe memoirs, this ge- 

erous friend lives, retired from the ſervice, 
nd his correſpondence forms one of the 

lefſings of my life. „ ed 


Nothing can be more tireſome to the 
pectator than to witneſs the preliminaries 
detween people who intend to marry ; to 
dbſerve how they ſet themſelves off to the 
0 6 . 
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beſt advantage, and difplay their 3 ; 


— "OGILVY 4 
* 4 


likewiſe to hear the gallant diſcourſes uſed N 
at the beginning of courtſhip, and the 
warm converſations that take place when in 
love with. each other. They are however 
entirely ridiculous to a third perſon, and 


the deſcription yet more fulſome. In al be 
word, I ſtaid three weeks at Riga, during 


which I ſmoothed all difficulties, and en- Miſh 


joyed the happineſs of ratifying my 'en- rec 


gagement with a good and amiable woman, q 


| whoſe tenderneſs even. to this day has WI 
ſtrewed my path with roſes, ſhared the if of 
: weight of my ſorrows, and her affection p 


even thrown a double charm on my * a 
moments of felicity. . Cn fi 
e etl by - «4 

One evening when we were alone, my { 


friend Louis ſaid, I hope that thou doſt Ml £ 
not intend to conceal any of the equivocal ¶ © 


___eveats 
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Pents of thy life from her who is to receive 
| y faith? At preſent thou wilt be par- 
joned every thing ;—but, what danger 


the 
in Nor a pair to be united with too advanta- 


reous ſentiments of each other. There are 
oments when a trifle, a very nothing, 
duts us out of humour: chance, or ill- diſ. 
poſed people, may reveal ſome anecdote of 
hy former life; then reproach takes place, 
reproach breeds coolneſs, and coolneſs fre- 
quently is the forerunner of ſettled diſcord. 
as Never, my dear Claus, were I on the point 
he of marriage, would I conceal any of my 
n paſt actions, not even the vileſt; the 


rt WY avowal made, I would add. My ſweet 
friend, you now know me, will you con- 
deſcend to accept me as I am ? I do not 
ſuppoſe that your conſcience is free from 
ſome little remorſe. Let us compare our 
errors, and efface them by a free and gene- 

.__ mw 


* 
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rous pardon.—C onſider, my friend „ Jo 
may put many wanderings into the ſcale 


before it will overpoize the loſs of thy 
ſpouſe's innocence in the arm of love, be- 
fore the ſanction of Hymen— 
> e Peace peace, Louis!“ , interrupted 
1, „ thoſe things ſhould -neyer be repeated, 
I yield to thy counſel, and to morro will 
make a faithful recital of my Co to 
the Meinhardt family.“ 
I vas true to my promiſe, and had the 
cuisfadtion to find, that this fincere avowal 
added . greatly to che favourable opinion 


they had already ganceired, of me. 
* 


"44 
IS 


N 8 it 8 to 3 ſketch 
wy the different perſonages that compoſed 
the family. The father may, in ſome mea- 

—9 . ſure, 


„„ % Bad: -  -: 39. 
e, be known by the captain's letter; he 
cage is an honeſt man, replete with candour 
d probity ; a {kilful trader, though deal- 
g with ſtrict integrity, owing to his acti- 
ty and economy the conſiderable fortune 
hich he enjoyed. Some days before the 
tification of my engagement with his 
aughter, he addreſſed me thus I am 
preſent ſatisfied that you are a man of 
robity, reſpecting truth, and endeavour- 


g to act uprightly; a circumſtance that 
ads me the more to believe, that it will be 
poſſible for you to retain long the rank 15 
ou now hold. I have ſome flight know- 
edge of the little German courts, and well 
now what dependence an honeſt man 
dught to make on them. Perhaps it would 
de prudent for you to retire voluntarily as 
oon as poſſible — However, act as you think 
fit, Experighgs is uſeful. Conſult only, in 

. 
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this caſe your own inclination ; but remen 
ber that I ſhall not be ſurprized to hear « f 

your diſmiſſion. As for the neceſſaries 0 
life, give yourſelf no trouble on that ac 
count—Heaven, as you know, has blefle( 
my labours, and my children have earff 
learned economy.“ Such was the. way 0l | 
thinking of my father-in-law. He gave 
me an income ſuitable to my rank, and re 
tained the groſs ſum of my wife's fortune 
in commerce. 


My mother-in-law died ſome years after 
our marriage; ſhe was a pattern of domeſ. 
tic virtue—de morinis non, niſi bene; but 
faithful to the cuſtoms of her ſex, ſhe had 
A prodigious fund of vanity, and love of 
talking. What pleaſed her the moſt in 
giving me her daughter was, that ſhe would 
be called Madame de Clauſbach, © Who 
A Would 


Would ever have thought it?“ exclaimed 
e—Delighted to hear me ſpeak of the 
hurt, ſhe made the moſt minute queſtions | 
its cuſtoms, ſaying, ** If I come to ſee 
du, it will doubtleſs be neceſſary that 1 
ſo ſhould appear there.“ 


My brother-in-law is an excellent young 
dan; warm, nay even ſometimes paſſion- 
fe „but an honeſt, active, and ſkilful tra- 
er, a friend to the fine arts, and . 
4 muſic. 


Not to forget the principal perſonage 
y ſpouſe is I may truly ſay it—hand- 
pme and well made; her hair of a beauti- 
cheſnut; lively but ſoft blue eyes; her 
iſpoſition rather inclined to the romantic, 
ut endowed with a ſtrong underſtanding, 
offenſive wit, and a cheerful temper. The 
1d | : continuation 
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continuation of my adventures will ſhey i 
the philoſophic light in which ſhe conſider. 
ed human events and the misfortunes na- 
ture is ſubject to, poſſeſſing to the highell 
degree the art of accommodating herſelf to 
her ſituation. In a word, ſhe is the model 
of an accompliſhed woman. 

: It now only remains to ſpeak of her ſon, 
the fruit of her firſt love. A moment be. 
fore we, for the ſecond time, conſecrated 
the bands of Hymen at the altar, ſhe put 
him in my arms, conjuring me, with tear: 
in her eyes, to be careful of him, to be his 
father, his guardian angel, his friend. 1 
| promiſed to love him as my own, and ne- 


ver have 1 repented the promiſe. 


Pure and ſincere pleaſure brightened the 
ſolemnity of our marriage. Some days after, 
we 
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Je quitted Riga: the ſeparation was ſor- 
Wiwful to my wife; ſhe ſhed tears in 
bundance. Our journey was fortunate, 
nd we arrived ſafely at the reſidence of my 
luſtrious ſultan. 


ve | CHAP. 
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_ CHAP. III. 1 
The R eception of M. Claus de Clauſbach . 3 3 


Cour. Reyerberg enters in the Service Fl 


the Prince grilliaut Situation of Claus. 


N my arrival, I haſtily ſettled my do I 

meſtic concerns, and repaired to tha 
prince: he received me graciouſly, and thi 1 
converſation opening our hearts by degrees 
he owned that my enemies had left no 
means untried to ruin me in his opinion 
during my abſence. He praiſed himſl 
for the firmneſs with which he had rejected 
all ſuch diſcourſes, and was weak enough 
to name my adverſaries. His highneſs in 
general appeared to take a certain degree 0 
pleaſure in court intrigues ; it 1s the com- 
mon fault of weak minds, who imagine 
_ they 
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4 ty gain additional ſtrength from the diſ- 
1 ations of others. When wiſe men are diſ- 
F ited, each party endeavours rather to 
4 engthen itſelf than league againſt princes. 
the whole, there was little merit in the 
ince's kindnefs to me; for without reck- 
Wing on my conduct, which ſecured me 
4 dm reproach, and that I was neceſſary to 
Wm, I had a powerful friend in Madame 
heriaire, who now purſued with impla- 
ble hatred all who endeavoured to injure 
b. 


The kind behaviour of the prince em- 
dldened me to entreat his favour for my 
iend Reyerberg ; at my requeſt he grant- 
| him the poſt of councillor of domains, 
d equerry to his highneſs. On the next 
a I preſented my wife at court, where 
e , with ſo much elegance and 
prudence 
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prudence of behaviour, that any one mich 


have. imagined ſhe had been accuſtorli 0 


from her infancy to tread that uncerta. 


and ſlippery theatre. 


The reception I met with from the nob | 


lity of the city was very different from thi 


of my ſovereign. Formerly, when th > 


expected to ſee me give my hand to one 
their faded beauties, they received me wi 
rapture, praiſing, nay, almoſt 1dolizing m 
now they did violence to themſelves not 
. affront me openly. They endeavoured t 
behave to me, and more ſo to my wil 
with that kind of cold diſdain with whic 
the great treat thoſe they favour with th 
appellation of upſtarts ; that 1s to ſay, me 
who gain by their talents and endeayou 
what others inherit from their birth. Th 


conduct however * me no pain: In 
double 
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mig I publed my care and zeal in the diſcharge 
om the duties of my ſtation, and advanced 
eri aily in the good graces of the prince. 
| To my great ſurprize, the preſident de 
!hfeldr and his niece were the only people 
hoſe friendſhip, inſtead of cooling, ap- 
cared more lively. But his highneſs hav- 
2 informed me that the old hypocrite was 
ne of thoſe who had endeavoured the moſt 
> milo injure me during my abſence, I knew 


hat value to put on his behaviour. 


Notwithſtanding, thoſe who had need of 
ay aſſiſtance, nobles and plebeians, flat- 
ered me. Even the firſt nobility honored 
1 houſe with their preſence when I gave 
ntertainments ; they eat at my table with 
leaſure, but did not ceaſe to calumniate 
ne with bitterneſs. My wife was perpe- 
| tually 
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tually entreating me not to feaſt a ſet | 
ingrates, but my extreme vanity would {| 3 
permit me to liſten to her, 


Patron, and declared protector of o 
ſciences and fine arts, I had the weakne 
to entertain the learned with my works ; 
they intoxicated me with their praiſe 


laughing privately at my folly, and ded 


cating to me all their works. 


His highneſs, by the example of th 
great princes of Germany, eſtabliſhed un 
der my authority two academies of ſcienct 
They every year propoſed the moſt ridicu 
lous queſtions ; for example, Wh 
would be the moſt efficacious means of in 
proving the navigation 3 —Excepting ſom 
{mall rivulets, which were dry in the mont 
of Auguſt, there was not a lingle runnin: 

| Wate 


G BLAS- i 
let 4 ter in the whole country. Again, What 
1d cre the moſt proper means to unite man- 
ind in the exertion of virtue?“ They 
ight as well have aſked what method they 
aſt uſe to deliver them from the ſlavery 
their paſſions, What, ſhut them up ſe- 
arately ? give to each the ſame degree of un- 
erſtanding ? ſuppreſs particular property ? 
U perſonal intereſt, or invent new mo- 
ves, drawn from morals, more effectual 
1an thoſe advanced by the wiſe ancients 
f thiWnd moderns for the happineſs of mankind ? 
d un . BE. 17 5 
lend My gracious ſovereign took particular 
diciſ leaſure in theſe academies, attended in per- 
Whg on at their meetings, making me compoſe 
t inWome little pieces, which he read as his 
ſomiW»n. The members conſiſted of reſidents 
ontWnd non-reſidents, ſome of whom could 
ming ardly ſign their own names, 

Wate vor. II. The 


ed with grammatical errors. 


diſtinction, friend and feal, when frequently 


houſes, and as they ought rather to be an 


| 
| 


to profit by that public convenience. 


s 
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The prince alſo founded a ſociety for the 
publication of works to improve the Ger- 
man language, every page of which ſwarm- 


Among theſe fooliſh inſtitutions, I ne- 
vertheleſs thought of uſeful reforms ; ; Tal-| 
tered the abſtruſe ſtyle of the law and 
chancery. In the reſcripts from the prince 
to his vaſſals every one was called, without 


they were addreſſed to the loweſt and moſt 
deſpicable of mankind. 


Convinced of the meaſures of the poſt- 


advantage to the public than an increaſe of 
revenue to the prince, I eſtabliſned them on | 


a different plan, leaving every one at liberty 


When 


§— U U — —Eä᷑j—G— OOO 


n 


W for thoſe that died in his ſervice. This ty- 


| Tanny ceaſed under my adminiſtration. 


officers, obliging them to act carefully in 


puniſhments for the ſmalleſt frauds. 
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w. hen his highneſs Wellen his uſed the 
horſes of the huſbandmen, paying very ill 


The moſt atrocious abuſes had crept inte 
the domeſtic economy of the caſtle. To 
diſpel theſe, I encreaſed the duties of the 


their different appointments, and inflicting 


made conſiderable retrenchments in the 
expences of the table; the ſupport of the 
hot houſes coſt immenſe ſums, in order 
that the prince might eat cherries in the 
month of February, aſparagus in Septem- 
ber, and green peas at Chriſtmas. Con- 
vinced that each month furniſhes its pecu 


Har riches | in vegetables and fruit, during 


D 2 my 
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my adminiſtration he was only ſerved with 
cherries, aſparagus, and peas, in the months 
of May, June, and July. 


Giving my attention to more important 
concerns, I aſſiſted the people as much as 
poſſible, encouraged agriculture, and de- 
livered the peaſants from the oppreſſion of 


the bailiffs. This zeal ought at leaſt to 


have procured me the love of the huſband- 
men, but I did not even enjoy that ſatis- 


faction. The country has uſually falſe re- 


preſentations: of what paſſes in the capital. 


I was not all- ſufficient, nor could I reform 


every evil; they had notwithſtanding the 
injuſtice to expect it from me. I introduced 


ſome improvements in huſbandry, but the | 


peaſantry are declared enemies to all inno- 


vation. Beſides the inclination the prince 
bud bor ben and ſplendor frequently de- 


Dn 15 ſtroyed 


GIL BLAS. 3 


ſtroyed my beſt intentions. Many of my 

| projects of reform, being entirely obtained 
from books, were impracticable, and did 
not ſuccecd. No one however had friend- 
ſhip enough to inform me in caſes of fai- 
ſure, for all envied a ſtranger, and wiſhed 
to haſten his fall. Thus with the moſt 
laudable intention, I could not obtain the 
good will of the people, to gain whoſe love 


- was my utmoſt e 
he I Add to Ak that having been raiſed to 
. IWF the dignity of prime miniſter, a misfortune. 
+ that happened to me the latter end of the | 
e323, 1 obtained unlimited power, of 
1 which I ſometimes made rather too ſevere 

> and precipitate a uſe, notwithſtanding the 
. IM fie counſels of my wife, who was · ever re- 

Y commending mild meaſures ;.a conduct that 
expoſed me yet more to the ſhafts of envy + 
J aca - D 3 — 


4 
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and ſcandal» I never committed injuſtice 
voluntarily, but might frequently have be- 
haved with more indulgence. A prieſt in- 
termeddled in politics, and though his vo- 


cation was founded on the mild and tole- | 


rant doQrine of Chriſt, he thought fit to 
calumniate princes and miniſters. I deſired 
him to be filent, not to loſe fight of the 
duties of his function, but inculcate the 


principles of religion, and diſpoſe mankind 


to virtue, and leave to the protectors of the 
law the care of puniſhing tranſgreſſors.— 
This exhortation was ineffectual; he con- 


tinued his ſlander, on which I ſent him 


the following order: © As it appears-tha: 
the prieſt N. N. has a greater call to the 


affairs of ſtate than to his holy vocation,: | 
his ſerene highneſs diſmiſſes him from the. | 
church, and appoints him beadle to the re- 


gency.” 5 | 
| 12 19. ö py : : This 


W 35 


This extreme ſeverity did not hinder me 

from employing all imaginable means to 

engage the prince to love his ſubjects, and 
WT treat chem with kindneſs. I repeated to 
him daily, © Providence has placed you 
on the throne as the guardian of the king- 

dom, the protector of the wealth, repoſe, 
and happineſs of your ſubjects, depoſits 

that you muſt one day account for: you 

have no real right of ſuperiority; if impu- 
nity, a cuſtom of ſlavery, and the example 
Jof tyrants, preſerves you againſt rebellion, 
1- MJ and reſponſibility, you will ſoon, however, 
n 8 bave to appear before that great and awful 
i: IM rribunal, where innocence of heart, the teſ- 
e timony of your conſcience, and the regiſter 
„of your good actions, the leaſt of which 
e MW will be remembered, can alone procure you 
;-: | 2 favourable decition.” 44 Bp $291 105 


5 n 
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Added to this, I repreſented to him ini 
the maſt lively colours the felicity that ariſes 
| fram benevolence, I pointed out the folly 
of ambitious projects, and the infignificance 
of the Lleaſures that had ever intoxicatcd | 


him. I perſuaded him to endeavour to en- 
joy the delight with which a man cloſes his 
eyes on the evening of a day he has conſe- 
crated to the happineſs of millions, 1 ſpoke 
with enthuſiaſm of: the ſatisfaction that 
muſt ariſe to him who finds occaſion to 
employ his power uſefully for the happineſs 
of his brethren, repreſenting the peace they 
muſt enjoy in whoſe favour the prayers of 
the relieved mourner, the conſoled ſufferer, 
and juſtified victim of oppreſſion, riſe with 


heart-felt energy to Heaven, pouring their | 


gratitude before the Moſt High, and draw- 
ing down benedictions on their preſerver. 


Jendea- 


GIL BLS. 57 
= 1 endeavoured particularly to familiarize 
nim to the fight of misfortune. © You 
W are the phyſician,” faid I; “and a ſkilful 
BY phyſician, who ſincerely endeavours to cute 
1. wound, will previouſly examine, and 


probe it to the bottom.” 


He liſtened to my advice with attention. 
Never had any perſon preſumed to addrets 


him in this manner before ; and though his 
to ears had been unaccuſtomed to the voice, 
is BY he was now perſuaded of the influence of 


truth. 
ff 
, Retired to the narrow circle of my fa- 


h mily, ſeated between love and friendſhip, 
r related to my wife and Reyerberg the 
- methods I uſed to render the prince gene- 
rous and humane. My gentle companioſi 
would embrace me with tears in her eyes, 
. 2 Ds thanking 


a 
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thanking Heaven for placing me in a rank 


where I could be ſerviceable to my fellow. 


creatures. Louis, on the contrary, would 1 
uſually ſhake his head, and ſay—*< No of. 
fence to your excellency, but ſuch fing 


days will not laſt for ever.“ 


GIL BLAs. — 


CHAP. IV. 


I Excellency the Mi niſter de — is 
© honoured with an order of Kuighthood, and 


accompanies his Highneſs in his Travels. 


HE progreſs of virtue is flow,” 
thought I, “ and it is not poſſible: 


hat a man who is ſurrounded from his 
Pouth with hypocrites and flatterers, edu- 
cated py ignorant and depraved characters, 
from whom he imbibes bad principles, 
which once contracted, he puts in execu- 
tion from habit—how is it poſſible that 
ſuch a perſon ſhould at once correct him- 
ſelf 2: 
take root will not therefore be diſcou- 


Virtuous ſentiments will in time 


raged,” | 
Ds In 
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In effect, I obſerved the prince had emo- 
tions of involuntary goodneſs of heart, 
from which I drew the moſt flattering pre. 
ſages. We were one day paſſing by a build. Ml 
ing which was erecting for a new court of 
chancery ; he ſtopped. before it, and having 
for ſome time attentively conſidered the if 
arms over the principal entrance, he ſaid 
to me, I wiſh. that my anceſtors, inſtead 
of arming theſe birds of prey with thun- 
der bolts, as ſymbols of their power, had 
put in their claws hearts and balances.” 

Another time, on the public walks, we 
diſcovered a poor. cripple, who lay in a 
fainting fit at the gate of a private garden; 
one of his crutches breaking had occaſioned | 
kis fall, the ſhock of which was followed | 
by inſenſibility : it rained at the time ; the 
prince and myſelf were ſheltered by great 


Coats; 
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W coats ; he immediately pulled off his, co- 
W cred the unfortunate ſufferer, and ſent a 


ut, i 

re- ¶ ſervant for aſſiſtance. Doubtleſs any other 

Id. man, who was naturally generous, would 
of WF have acted in the ſame manner, in propor- 

ing ion to his ability; notwithſtanding, it was 

the BY a ſingular act of humanity in a prince ; nor 


did the gazetteers fail to extol this action 
as the higheſt mark of benevolence. | 


By my advice a large number of the mi- 
litary were diſcharged as ſuperfluous - they - 
deprived the country of a quantity of uſeful 
hands, to employ them in the capital in 
uſeleſs warhke paſtimes. His highneſs ap- 
peared diſpoſed to adopt my opinion in re- 
ed gard to the drefs of the troops. I wiſhed 
ed W to render it more commodious, and con- 
he formable to nature, and to ſet him above 
-at I the fooliſh vanity of exhibiting tall, decu- 
ts; rated, 
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rated , automaton figures, I propoſed theit 
hair to be cut in the Engliſh faſhion, with- | 


out @ queue, as the ſoldiery would by that Mr 


means gain in the point of cleanlineſs and 


| ſpeed in their dreſs. The regimental was 
to conſiſt of half-boots, long Hung Dan 
trowſers, a waikcoat with ſleeves, a cloak, 
and a round hat, with the front buttoned 
up, but which ſhould occationally flap, to iſ 
defend the wearer from the heat of the ſun, 
the hat being. ſo conſtructed, that in caſe 
of bad weather it would let down all round. 
This project however could not be realiz- 
ed; pretended wits frequently undo the 
moſt laudable meaſures, by treating them 
with paltry ridicule. I muſt do juſtice to 
Madame Balleriaire, who, far from coun- | 
tenancing the ſneerers, aſſiſted me with all 
the power ſhe had over his highneſs's heart, 
perſuading him to adopt the reform for the 


general 
( 
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W-cneral conveniency. On my part, I took 
Fare that the revenues ſhould not ſuffer by 
ay alteration I propoſed. 


The principal obſtacle to all my fine pro- 
ects was the prince's decided taſte for 
ew, ſplendor, and tumultuous pleaſures. 
I muſt confeſs, to my ſhame, that in the 
| retrenchments I endeavoured to make in 
the luxury of the court, I had not energy 
ſufficient to oppoſe his brilliant foibles, 
when part of their ſplendor was to recoil on 
myſelf. Early in the year 1784, ſome months 
after my being appointed prime miniſter, 
m his highneſs declared he would eftabliſh 
o a new order of knighthood, aſſuring me 
he had particularly formed that reſolution 
I to recompenſe my merit, as he wiſhed: to 
> ſee me wear on my boſom a diſtinguiſhed 
mark of his friendſhip and eſteem. I know 


not 
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not what ſtrange demon infpired the ide: ; 
of the ridiculous medallion which was the . 
inſignia of this order. It was named the ; n 
order of the blue herring. ] was the firſt fa : 
voured with the decoration ; my wife ob- 


ſerving with a ſmile, © I cannot conceive 
what analogy there is between a fiſh and z 


prime miniſter.” 


The ſtar and garter, notwithſtanding, 
gratified my ſelf love. I aſſumed them with 
great pride and pleaſure. The firſt time 
Reyerberg ſaw me in thoſe ridiculous de- 
corations, he burſt into the moſt immode- 


rate fits of laughter. As a faithful hiſto- |" 
rian, I muſt alfo declare the bright parts of e 
my character. The prince had no inten- e 
tion of beſtowing this new honor on the . 
preſident de Melhfeldt, who had lately en- of 

it 


tirely loſt his good graces. Had I liſtened 


to 


der | o the voice of vengeance, I ſhoutd cer- 


the 2 
fa. 
ob. obligations. It is true that at times 1 have 
ire 


dal 


as never have interceded for my ene- 
riends, and to take revenge by conferring 


1ad a certain deſpicable inclination for ven- 
geance; but two things ever diſarmed my 
eſentment, and extinguiſhed in me that 
ignoble paſſion. When thoſe that had 
ronged me made the firſt ſtep towards a 
reconciliation, or when, unhappy and aban- 
Noned, they ſtood in need of my aſſiſtance, 
my heart would not permit me to ſuffer any 
one to take advantage of their. fituation to 
Humiliate them farther ; then I declared my- 
ſelf their protector. This was exactly the 
caſe of the preſident, for whom, though not 
without great trouble, I obtained the honor 


of the new order. Perhaps he never knew 


n- 
ed Nit was me to whom he owed the favour. 
to | | While 
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While I was thus riſing to the bighelff 3 


pitch of grandeur, the prince formed thef b f 
deſign of travelling. I was ordered to pre. 1 ge 
pare to accompany him, as was alſo the ; hy 
great cup-bearer, (an ignorant coxcomicalMy 

courtier) a chamberlain, lieutenant-colone J 
de Reifenſtranck, a brave and honeſt man, : 
the count de Lahfeld, whom 1 had placed He. 
in the ſervice of his highneſs in quality of 
gentleman of the bed chamber, and who 
will act a principal part in the continuation Hu 
of this hiſtory. I might eaſily have added 
the councillor de Reyerberg to the num- N 
ber; but on his part he ſhewed no incli- re 
nation for the honor, being weary, as he 
ce] 


faid, of travelling, and willing to eſcape 
the Inevitable conſtraint that attends the 
parties of the great; for my own part, iq 
wiſhed toavoid the accuſation of taking all 
my own creatures, an appellation peculiar W* 
[6 
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F d courts; I was alſo well pleaſed to leave 
3 fnend whom I could truſt in the depart- 
3 ent of domains, who would defend me in 
; hy abſence, and be a friend and adviſer to 


y wife. 


The purpoſe of theſe travels appeared 
ery praiſe - worthy; the prince withed to 
Wain information of the laws and cuſtoms 
I other countries, and from thence to ac- 
uire the neceſſary inſtructions for a gene- 
al reform, which he intended to under- 
ke in his own dominions. We were to 
roſs through part of Germany, viſit 
rance, return by Alſace, and the countries 
c1ghbouring to the Rhine; but whoever 
as travelled with princes muſt well know 
ow impoſſible it is for them to gain infor- 
ation of the interior government of: the 
lates they viſit, Three coaches uſually 


: carry 


— 
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though he was a prodigy. Thus he can 


at the capital, the whole attention is taken 
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carry them and their train rapidly through; 
towns and villages ; they give themlelya 7 : 
the names of counts and gentlemen, whit 7 
the valets whiſper in confidence their red 
rank to the hoſts of every inn—*-Do you : 
> 6k take that gentleman for the count «(i 
An ? It is the duke, prince, or king «lf 
Ke, who chooſes to travel incognito.”—Mi 
A crowd of idle people immediately ſwarm 
round the poſt-offices, and ſtupidly con- 
template his highneſs, or his majeſty, a 
p 
go no where without being known, not her 
make any private obſervations. Arrive!Wher 


up with viewing in haſte cabinets of curio- 


ſities, galleries of pictures, churches, thes-· np 
tres, and gardens. If they honor any par. xe 
ticular ſociety with their preſence, they Miſc 
however never can deſcend to viſit thoſe App 


which 
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: hich bear the ſtamp of the national cha- 
7 ker, exiſting only in the whirlpool of 
: hionable circles, which are the fame in 
: ery country. How then can they gain 
Wc information of different governments ? 
general I pay little regard to the ac- 
Wounts of travellers. How can their re- 
Ports be ſtrictly exact, when it is not in 
cir power to ſeek into the truth of every 
Frcumſtance they hear related? Nor are 
ey always fortunate enough to enquire of 
can Wnprejudiced perſons. Thoſe who ſtyle 
not emſelves impartial travellers are frequently 
ver 


ken 


r10- 


jen without knowledge, ignorant pretend- 
s, bad obſervers, or perhaps have it not 
their power to make obſervations. If 
Eds ployed in public buſineſs, they uſually 
"are ke the fide of the ſtrongeſt party; if other- 
hey Wiſe, ſhudder among the number of the 


woke Wpprefſed, In the firſt caſe they are preju- 


uch diced 


Fj 


. — 


diced in favour of the meaſures of goveni 


yet more to be doubted. We every where 
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ment ; on the other fide their reports 


meet with diſcontented people, who for ; 
too advantageous an opinion of their oꝗ 
merits, which if the miniſter will not alloy | 
they imagine themſelves oppreſſed, a 
their imprudent behaviour, in conſequene 4 
frequently drawing rigorous puniſhmen e 
on them, they pompouſly- aſſume the til 
of martyrs in the good cauſe. 
Be this as it may, we departed with 
firm reſolution to return a hundred tim 
wiſer than we ſet out. 1 


t 8 &i 
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SH. 
Account of the Journey. 


A F TER what I have ſaid of obſerva- 


Bc road, and therefore excuſe me a minute 
Weſcription of our Journey. 


Before our departure it was agreed, that 
diſcriminately, from the prince to the va» 


f our different diſcoveries. Every one had 
is particular department, and was to re- 
te his obſervations. 


I ſhall not however tranſcribe ſuch a col- 
Ction of weariſome traſh, but content my- 


HA! ſelf 


—— —ñ—kñ ñ — ——— 
* — — — ona 


tions made by travellers, the reader 
ill doubtleſs not expect thoſe 1 made on 


ts · de- chambre, we ſhould keep a journal 
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ſelf with this general remark—Men an a 
alike in every country, every where given a 
to the ſame fooliſh errors, plaguing, inter 1 
meddling, diſputing, and fighting for men : 
© trifies ; ſometimes united, and frequenthM 
otherwiſe, approving to-day what they con : 
demn to-morrow ; labouring without an : 
fixed end, even in contradiction with them. 
ſelves ;. ſpeaking of virtues, and given t 
vices ; ſeeking truth, yet depending off 
falſehood ;- picking up a pin, and treading 
under foot a bar of gold ; building up 00 
purpoſe to deſtroy : moved by fabulou 
events, infenſible to real ſorrow ; ſheddiꝶ 
tears at reading a romance, and regardlek 
of the deſtruction of Meſſina. Maſters 
their fate, yet ever murmuring at the woll *b 
of their own hands; never content wii ore 
their preſent ſtate, but aſpiring to what 
not to be found here below; deſiring wh 

| ths * © 
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ey cannot obtain; wiſhing to be what 


| i to them. The count deſires to be an em- 
cri Poor; kings prefer private life to the ſplen- 


h dor of a throne ; the ſage aſſumes the ap- 


or 
au 
em world, who in exchange apes the eccleſiaſ- 


ric. The curate collects inſects, and the 
| phyſician ſtudies the duties of the church. 
At table one begins by the beft diſh, which 


another reſerves to the end of the feaſt, yet 


_ Oo 
Jing 
) 0 


lou 
dine 
dlck 
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both defend their ſyſtem, and e to 
be right 


prolong my pleaſure,” ſays Orontus, 
by contemplating my favourite food be- 
ore | taſte it.] profit,” replies Cleon, 


wort 
With 
nat 
wh 

the 


een, and enjoy the preſent, for who is cer- 
vor. 111. 2 tain 


; they are not, and greedy of what 1s uſeleſs 3 


Wpcarance of a ſoldier, the military man that 


of a courtier, the prieſt the man of the 


Jof the moment when my appetite is 
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tarn of a future moment? As for myſc\;- 
I fay to both, act as you pleaſe, but do a. 
fight for difference of opinion, Fools tha : 4 
we are, when ſhall we learn to bear with . 
each other? I have my-foibles, and gin 
way to them freely, look with indulgenc ; 
on thoſe of my fellow-creatures, and wil | 


to conſtrain no one to participate mine, 


But where am I wandering ?—Argumen 5 
is uſeleſs ; this ſublunary world will be e 
thus, and the ſtrongeſt reaſonings will b. 


n 
found ineffectual to change it. el; 
5 | i 0 
But to refume our travels We paſldM:., 
through the electorate of Hanover, my uM... 
tive country. Near a little town called Ph 


tenſon, one of the wheels of the carriagy 
in which was the prince and myſelf, broke 


2 misfortune that detained us fix hours. - 
5 55 ſeizel 
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2 ſeized the occaſion to entreat permiſſion of 
7 his highneſs to viſit a neighbouring village, 
l though without declaring the real reaſon. 
It was the place of my nativity, and thoſe 
pots have a peculiar charm, that is much 
: better felt than can be exprefled. We then 
Wrccal with rapture the happy age of inno- 
ence and youth, when the mind was free 
from care and inquietudes, and the heart 
ever agitated by tumultuous paſſions, in- 
emperate defires, or wiſhes that cauſe our 
nhappineſs. Bleſt age! when we have not 
elt the pangs of diſappointment, deceived 
ope, falſe friendſhip, dangerous connec» 
Tons, or faithleſs love; where the paſt 


eaves no regret, the future gives no fear; 
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when nothing impoiſons our pleaſures ; the 
we when weakneſs of body and mind does 
ot ſuffer us to reflect on the inconſtancy 
f earthly pleaſures, when the ſentiment of 
E 2 mm 
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bitter grief does not reach the heart, and 
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inſpire to happy innocence a deſire of 1 
better life, enjoying the preſent, and con. iſ 
templating a ſmiling future. Unhapp/, 


indeed, is the man who is inſenſible of ſuck 
pleaſing remembrances. c 
| | | V 
Having reached the place of my birth, I 
I faw, not without emotion, the cottage Wil ® 
and garden which had formerly belonget p. 
to my father, it was now inhabited h to 
ſtrangers. I obſerved the difference thiryMl ** 
years had made, in bringing to perfection, cl 
and corrupting, and was aſtoniſhed at the pl 
progreſs of luxury. The young girls 10 no 
onger modeſtly bowed their heads to ſaſu i du 
ſtrangers, but as I croſled the ſtreet, deco- wh 
rated with the order of the blue herring if hin 
boldly ran to their doors, and dropped mt 4s 
in 


2 French curiſey. Of my formerly nume 
. ro 
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cous family, none was living but a ſon of | 
; | my uncle Valentine, the apothecary and 
5 burgomaſter, and he was in great diſtreſs. 
. Though I found no inclination to diſcover 


myſelf, I ſincerely wiſhed to aſſiſt him, but 


could deviſe no means to do ſo undiſco- 
vered. As I was ruminating what manner 
I ſhould adopt, I paſſed by the town-hall, 


and by chance caſting my eyes on the bills 


il 
ed paſted up there, among others I read the 
i following. Peter Claus, middle aged, 

ir thin, rather knock- kneed, fair haired, in- 
on clined to the red,“ (the raſcals, what a 


e picture have they given of me !) © ſaub- 
| noſed, large blue eyes, &c. Whereas he 


nd 
re quitted this town thirty years ago, ſince 
% which no information has been gained of 
g him. Not baving appeared in tlie three 
_— terms fixed in our former decrees, we cite 
me. him by theſe preſents tO appear before the 
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ſyndic of this town on the gd of June of 


this year, in order to receive the bequeſt of 


his deceaſed aunt, Catherine M. conſiſting 


of the ſum of five hundred and two livres, 


ſixteen ſous, three deniers. In caſe he does 


not appear at the ſaid term, the ſucceſſion 


devolves to his couſin german, Henry Va- 
lentine, as the neareſt relation. Decreed 


and ſigned, year and month as under- 


written.” 


© So much the better,” cried I; « ſq 
much the better. I will take care not to 
preſent myſelf ; it will be a little fortune for 
my poor couſin ; what would 1 give to wit · 
neſs his pleaſure It was impoſſible that a 
knight of the blue herring could appear 


before the magiſtrates of a ſmall town, to 
claim ſuch a paltry inheritance, 


On 


W. 
al 


m 


ha 


to 
na 
its 
me 
to. 


In 
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on my return to Pattenſon, I was in- 
bormed that the prince and his motley 
W ſuite had experienced ſuch a dreadful en- 
mi, that one of the prince's valets-de- 
chamber had been neceſſitated to endeavour 
to amuſe them by a burleſque deſcription 


of the town. This is the beginning of his 


1 WF manuſcript. 


« Pattenſon, according to M. Buſching, 

was formerly called Pattenbuſen. As the 

o BY ancient name 15 longer than the preſent, it 

to may be preſumed, that this town, which 

or has now no remains of grandeur, was here- 

. tofore more conſiderable, and that the 
name has been ſhortened in proportion as 

a its power diminiſhed ; a laddable piece of 

to modeſty, if done with a view not to give 

too high an idea of the place to ſtrangers. 

n effect, the opinion we conceived of it, on 

n : E 4 — _ 
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our entrance, was not very advantageous; 


the inn where we alighted was dirty and 


inconvenient, though reputed the principal 
hotel. The beer given to the prince was 


ſour, and not drinkable, and the wine, 


which they called French, made at Bre. 
men. The hair-dreſſer, Jacques, La- 


marque, and myſelf, went to the phar- 


macy, and aſked for liquors, but they 
could only ſupply us with brandy, This 
building for the fale of medicines is in a 


very dirty fituation ; notwithſtanding, if it 


was ſurrounded. by beautiful edifices, was 


larger, well paved, and ornamented in the 


center by an obeliſk, ſtatue, and fountain, 


it might paſs for one of the handſomeſt in 


Germany. The principal building 1s the 
Hotel de Ville, which is remarkable for no- | 
thing but the whimſical manner of its con- 
ſtruction, being ancient, gothic, unequal, 
and 


4 
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and pitiful. The cathedral is near the ſame 


place, and is the only church of the town. 
If it ſtood upon more ground, its roof 
higher, its ſteeple elevated, the architec- 
ture better, the walls clean, and its interior 
more compleatly fitted up, it might diſ- 
pute pre-eminence with moſt of the Italian 


temples. 


The conſtruction of the tower is very 
ſingular, and has no other fault but being 
broken, and its turrets deſtroyed. We 
greatly admired the mechaniſm of two 
weathercocks, which turned with each va- 
riation of the wind; but what particularly 
charmed us was the town muſician ſound- 
ing his trumpet from the top of the tower; 


and having no colleague, he laboured with, 


| ſuch zeal and ardor, that his cheeks were 


diſcoloured from extenſion. 


| E 5 „% We 
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: © We went on the parade, where the 
ſight was not fatigued by the glare of a 
quantity of arms, being compoſed of only 
fix men. We had alſo a deſire to view the 
five fiefs mentioned in M. Buſching's geo- 
graphy; but greatly regretted not being 
able to ſee the caſtles and economical build. 
ings, for this very effential reaſon, that 
there were none. Time and the ravages of 
war had deſtroyed them : one only of theſe 
| Hefs was in a good ſtate; the buildings, it 
is true, were of wood, doubtleſs ſtone and 
| bricks were ſcarce, as they are in ſeve- 
ral countries in Germany. The proprietor 
of this manor, and of ſome others in the 
. neighbourhood, conformable to the cuſ- 
tom of German gentlemen, inherited the 
eſtate loaded with debts and mortgages: 
Br nineteen years paſt, he had given up 
part of his revenue to diſcharge them ; him- 
ſelf 
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ſelf being abſent, and waiting in another 
country for the fortunate moment when he 
mould be free. He was accuſed with this 
Jas a fault; he lived too privately, employed 
himſelf totally with his family; his man- 
ners were too ſimple, his table too frugal, 
bis conduct too regular, his life too uni- 
form, and his occupations frivolous, for he 
educated his own children, compoſed 
books, and when he travelled, did it only 
to acquire knowledge; intereſted himſelf 


q no farther. about the produce of his lands, 
= than to appropriate the greater part of it 
r to diſcharge the incumbrance the impru- 
e dence of his forefathers had entailed on the 
eſtate. This conduct appeared ſingular 


0 and ridiculous in the eyes of his leſs con- 
:ſſderate neighbours, who looked on him as 

0 a whimſical character.“. AE. = 
. LE This 
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This fragment of the valet-de cham- 


bre's manuſcript is doubtleſs ſufficient.— 
We delayed but a ſhort time at Pattenſon, 
and proceeded on our journey as ſoon as 
the coach was repaired. | 


1 
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CHAP. VI. 


Continuation of the Travels. 


Y endeavours during the whole jour- 


ney was to direct the attention of 


the prince to objects on which the great 
ſeldom deign to look. In Germany I made 
him obſerve the diverſity of governments 
adopted by the different ſovereigns, ſome 
of whom, in ſmall principalities, are ruled 
with ſuch wiſe benevolence, that they de- 
ſervedly met the love and the bleſſings of 
their ſubjects, and the admiration of ſtran- 
gers. Other maſters of a conſiderable ſtate 
were loſt in ſtoth and careleſſneſs; regard- 
leſs of their actions, incautious in the 
choice of their favourites, without prin- 
ciples, bad economiſts, ar.d, notwithſtand- 


ing 
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ing their deſpotiſm, which forces the ap- 
pearance of reſpect, are deſpiſed, ſpoken of 
as weak men, and tranſmitted to poſterity 
in books which truly deſcribe their little 
worth. 


I laughed at the falſe ſplendor of thoſe 


courts who endeayour to ſhine by luxury 
and grandeur. His highneſs liſtened 'to me 
with attention, joined the laugh, and eaſily 
diſcovered the mote in the eye of his col- 
leagues, ſaying with the phariſee, © I thank 


thee, oh, my God, that I am not like theſe 
men.” My cares were uſeleſs, and I ſoon 
became weary of preaching morals, that 
were never attended to, and inſenſibly ac 


cuſtomed myſelf to the follies of the great. 
We viſited ſeveral cities, without ſeeing 


proceſſions. 


any thing but theatres, parades, balls, and 
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ö proceſſions. The prince honored me with 
Ja peruſal of his journal; it particularly con- 
W tained a deſcription of buildings, regula- 


tions of different amuſements, hunting 


ES. MEE. ,. - * 


drefles, Engliſh gardens, and other objects 
of equal importance, which he reſolved to 

imitate or introduce at his return, My 
hair ſtood upright, when I computed the 
immenſe ſum theſe new arrangements would 


coſt, 


In ſpeaking of Engliſh gardens, I cannot 
paſs over in filence the ridiculous plans of 
that kind which I met with 1n Germany, 


WI fa ſome where the beauty of Nature was 
0. deſtroyed to repreſent entire Kingdoms in 
miniature ; mountains between which there 

was hardly room to walk ; rivers where a 
ig large pike could not turn himſelf without 
id che afliftance of a man hired for the pur- 
18. . | pole, 
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poſe, who obliged him to make a ſmall cir. 
cumference, for fear he ſhould overturn 
with his tail the Indian palaces and Chineſe 


pavilions which ornamented the banks of 


the river. 


For my own part, I attached myſelf par- 
ticularly to obſerve the manners and cha- f 
racters of the different people ; it was ever n 
my favourite ſtudy. . The fineſt diamond, if c 


the moſt curious foreign plant, the moſt Ne 


inſtructive book, or the moſt curious 


work of the ſtate, never intereſted me Milf 


equal to the commerce of mankind ; I have * 
frequently gained more knowledge from an 


hour's diſcourſe with a fool or an ideot, i hi 


than from reading twenty pages of phile-i © 


ſophy. Unhappy 1s he who does not gain h 
advantage from every converſation. tl 
| tir 


We 


l. 
un 
ele 


of 


als 
na- 
ver 
nd, 
oft 
ous 
me 
ave 
an 
Ot, 
1lo- 


All 


We 


GIL BLAS _ 89 


We remained eight days at M. I uſually 


W walked out before ſeven in the morning, 
and frequently paſſed by a houſe where 1 
always heard the moſt plaintive lamenta - 


tions at that hour. It excited my curioſity, 


and I defired a perſon, who well knew the 


city, giving an exact deſcription of the 
ſituation of the houſe, to enquire what 
misfortune could occaſion thoſe ſorrowful 
| complaints, He ſmiled, and immediately 
| explained the myſtery. It is,” ſaid he, 
« the houſe of the councillor Sanderſtein ; 
he was a year in England, and 1s a great 
admirer of Roufſeau's method of education, 
which he inſiſts upon having followed in 
| his houſe. Unhappily his children are na- 
| turally weakly ; but regardleſs of that, the 
hour when you hear the complaints is the 
time when he cauſes thoſe miſerable vic- 
tims of the new ſyſtem to be plunged in 

- 
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cold water, in ſpite of their entreaties or 
complaints In winter their ſhiverings, and 
the chattering of their teeth, may be heard 
at the diſtance of three or four houſes; 
from one year's end to another the whole 
family are afflicted with colds.” —** Singu- 
lar madneſs,” exclaimed I, what ſtrange 
things does one hear and ſee in travelling,” 


In all the towns the nobility thought 
they had a right to plague us, and from the 
moment of our arrival crowded about the 
prince, preventing him from ſeeing men 
from whom he might have gained informa- 
tion, ſuch as the merchant, mechanic, or 
artiſt ; a miſplaced zeal that gave me great 
vexation. In the ſmalleſt villages difference 
of rank was moſt tenaciouſly obſerved, 
and two or three families of nobility pre- 
ferred gaping. or playing at cards together, 

through 


0 


I 


le 


a” 


E through the day, to inſtructing themſelves 
in amuſing circles of enlightened and un- 
| derſtanding traders. This diſtinction of 
rank ſtruck us, articularly in the free ci- 


ies of the empire. The commercial houſes 


» WH derftanding, with agreeable and refined 

manners, yet nobles without fortune de- 
auch themſelves from ſuch ſociety, and 
* form ſeparate circles, endeavouring to at- 


e tract all ſtrangers of rank to ſhare their diſ- 


ng guſt and wearineſs. Were a perſon to exa- 
. mine into the origin of the nobility that 


x {Wy compoſe theſe aſſemblies, a great number 


at of them would be found, men in the ſame 
e predicament with his excellency the prime 
d, miniſter Claus de Clauſbach, or elſe who 
e. had purchaſed the honor of placing two 


r. letters before their names; perhaps men 
: whoſe 
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poſſeſſed not only immenſe wealth, but alſo 


real taſte; their owners having wit and un- 
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whoſe mothers had appertained to thoſe 
commercial families which they now de. 
ſpiſed, and had by large fortunes enabled 
their fathers to ſuſtain the dignity of their 
birth, and live in ſplendor. 


His highneſs never loſt fight of his new- 
founded academies, on which account we 
did not neglect honoring i in all places learn- 
ed men- and authors by our auguſt pre- 
ſence ; but, good Heaven! what beings 
did we ſometimes meet with. I well kney 
it would be unjuſt to expect that a man 
who has acquired reputation by his writ- 
ings, ſhould ſpeak only in ſentences, utter 


nothing but fine maxims, intereſting cir- 


cumſtances, or extraordinary and fublime 


information. He may be taken at an hour 
when out of temper, fick, or his mind dit- 


ferently employ ed; all which wiſe men are 
uten 
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ſubjeA to as well as other mortals : it is 
expecting too much to require them to 


make the moſt common ſubjects brilliant. 


| No one expects a dancing-maſter, as he 


traverſes the ſtreet, to walk only in the 
bounce, ſlide, enterchat or pirouetie ſtep. 
An author, on the contrary, who enjoys 
any reputation, is daily expoſed to the in- 
convenience of receiving tireſome viſits 
from people who do not intereſt him, whoſe 


converſation is frequently inſipid, and who 


think they do him great honor in paying 


him groſs and fulſome compliments, en- 
deavouring to ſhew themſelves in the beſt 
point of view, and gain his good word, in 


order that they may boaſt their acquaint- 


' ance with a celebrated character. On the 


other ſide, there are a great number of 


lkarned men who are inſupportable compa- 
nions; at leaſt we met with many that were 


ſuch 
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ſuch in our travels; ſome whoſe lives were 
irregular, their manners vile, without or 
der or economy 1n their affairs, erroneoi; 
in the government and education of their 


families; conduct that occaſions us to ſet 


little ſtore by the ſcience of a man, when 
unaccompanied by the exerciſe of thoſe vir. 
tues that ſhould principally direct it.—— 


Others, charmed with their own talents, 


deſpiſing all competitorſhip, flandering 
every branch of human knowledge them: 
ſelves do not cultivate, owning no merit 
but their own, ever talking of what they 
eſtimate the central point of wiſdom, and 
aſtoniſhed that any one ſhould be unac- 
quainted with it. The profound ſpecula- 


tions of certain learned men have made 


them negligent of that politeneſs of man- 
ners and exterior, without which they are 
FF : 


diſpleaſing to ſociety ; diſguſting in their 


dreſs, 


ſchunned. In a word, few learned men add li 
| to ſcience juſtneſs of thought, uprightneſs i 
of heart, politeneſs of manners, mildneſs of "Th; 


induſtry, labours uſeful to humanity, the Tak 


knowledge of men, and the manners of the 
| great world. Eg 


From Bonn we went to Treves and Lux- | || 
| emburg ; from whence we croſſed a part of 1 


city of Paris. The caprice of the prince 
determined this route. 
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dreſs, rude in their manners, inſupport- 
able egotiſts—all conſpire to make them 


temper, fine taſte, wiſe conduct, conſtant 


exerciſe of domeſtic duties, the practice of 
ſocial virtue, modeſty, chearfulneſs, a 


Champaigne, Verdun, Chalons ſur Marne, 38 
Meaux, and from Meaux went by the way i 


of Charenton to the gay and voluptuous 


— —— ee CE ERASE IrtDne ups 
bY : 
” „ — 
Ws 


The 


— A ˙ w ˙Ä ht De AS ens me — —— —— — 
N 


90 THE GERMAN 


# The valet-de-chambre. and bair-drefſe 


preceded us 1n a cabriolet. A French poſti. 


hon from Meaux drovEſo unſkilfully, that 


he overturned them: happily, however, nei. 
ther received any damage. After the mar 
had unharneſſed his horſes, he cried out, 
„Walk out, gentlemen, walk out, there 
is nothing more to fear,” It is certain they 
could fall no lower. When they had quit. 
ted the carriage, he added, God be prail- 


ed, you are ſafe and ſound ; I defy. you to 


be overturned with greater addreſs. The 
Devil take me, if you had fallen into the 


hands of a German dog, but you would 
| have had enough to make you remember it 


all the days of your life.” 


— 


We went a good pace; the weather was 
hot; and his highneſs having a ſlight head. 


ache, determined not to enter into the tu- 
: multous 
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multuous city of Paris until the next 
morning; we therefore paſſed the night at 
Vincennes. 


. 


Arriving there early, I wiſhed to view the 


Lohfeldt teſtified the ſame deſire, and we 
quitted the inn with intention to repair 
there. As we went out, we perceived a 
crowd of people round a little public 
houſe; curious to learn the cauſe, I en- 
he ¶quired of the ſpectators ; they informed me 
he chat one of thoſe unhappy women, votaries 
11d Nef debauchery, with which Paris ſwarms, 
r it ad the preceding evening left that great 
heatre of vice, to ſeek her fortune elſe- 


where; having reached Vincennes, ſhe. 


vas Would no longer ſuſtain the agonies of a 


ad- WWnalady, the common conſequence of ſuch a 
tu- e, and fell ſenſeleſs in a fainting fit before 
ous vor. 111. F the 
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porcelain manufactory; the Count de 
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the door of the little inn. On recovering, 
ſhe entreated the hoſt, by all that he held 


moſt ſacred, to give her a lodging for to 


days, at the ſame time taking a ring from 


off her finger, and offering it as a recom- 


pence for rendering her this laſt ſervice.— 


Jam the moſt unhappy of creatures,” 


cried ſhe, perhaps ſome few hours hence, 


you may ſee me at the end of a life, which 
ſince my firſt fault has been but a conti 
nuation of errors and crimes, bred from 
each other, and of which I repent too late, 
Perſecuted by fate, abandoned by God and 
man, tormented by the remorſe of an agi. 
tated conſcience, I have no aſſiſtance to 
expect; I have nothing of value left, no 
reſource but this ring—Alas ! how ſtrong! 
does tt reproach me for my guilt ; I hare 
no hope but ſoon to reach the end. of my 


ſorrows ; and even that laſt hope is embit 
tered 


WC 
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tered by the terrible idea of eternal Ven» 


geance.“ 


In this dreadful ſituation, the inn-keeper 
had the barbarity to demand of this unfor- 
tunate creature, who breathed with the ut- 
moſt difficulty, ſince the effort ſhe had made 
in her ſelf-accuſation, to relate the hiſtory 
of her life. She exerted all the ſtrength 
which the pangs of death would permit, to 
fatisfy his cruel requeſt; the recital moved 
his compaſſion ; he took the ring, and 
dragged the unhappy victim of libertiniſm 
into a damp ftable, where ſhe died this 
morning, on a truſs of ſtraw, in moſt dread- 
ful convulſions. The hoſt wiſhed to inter 


the cold remains in conſecrated ground, 


| but the prieſt of the place, faithful to the 


abſurd law in that caſe, declared that he 
would not ſuffer the body of the ſinner to 
Fa 1 

be 
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be laid in holy earth. They are now going 


to take her remains on a hurdle in the moſt 


diſhonourable manner (if an inanimate 
corple can ſuffer ſhame) and bury her in 
ſome ſpot far remote from the bones of 
thoſe who repoſe with the benedictions of 
the church. This was the occaſion of the 
crowd. 

Ma] love to hear the recitals of the ſor- 
rows of mankind, I deſired the hoſt to 
communicate the deplorable hiſtory of this 
unhappy victim of vice. He did fo with 
all the prolix eloquence common to the 
French ; but I ſhall ſpare the reader the 
beautiful ſimilies that adorned his narra- 
A nobleman, 


tion ; this 1 15 the extract. 


on leaving Copenhagen, ſeduced the girl, 
and took her to Paris, where he kept her. 


28 a miſtreſs, When he jolt her, ſhe found, 
herſelf 
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herſelf reduced to the unhappy neceſſity of 
yielding publicly to vices ſhe would have 


bluſhed to commit in ſecret. victim of 
the ſcourge which is the conſequence of li- 
bertiniſm, and accuſed of propagating the 
| evil, ſhe was on. the point of falling into 


the hands of the police : ſhe ſaved herſelf 
by flight, left Paris, and dropped at V in- 


cennes. 


Good Heaven ! what horror did I expe- 
rience, when on looking at the ring, which 
the innkeeper held in his hand, I recollect- 
ed it for that which Lhad given to the Sieur 
de Lippeville at Copenhagen. I recalled to 


my memory the ſalutary advice that accom- 
| panied my preſent, and grieved that it 


had been fruitleſs. Doubtleſs, thought 5 


Her father did not a little contribute to the 
| miſeries that have overwhelmed her. My 


© eyes. 
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eyes ſtrayed for a moment on the inani. 
mate corpſe, disfigured by the'deadly poiſon 


of vice. The image of the Creator had 
diſappeared from her features; her fore. 
head no longer bore the ſeal that ſtamps ; 
the works of the Divinity—Why does not 
that happy time laſt, which man enjoys in f 
the days. of youth; when holy innocence t 
fines in its full ſplendor, when his heart i: 
pure, and peace, repoſe, and happineſs, d 
fix value on his exiſtence ? 0 
fe 


With what different ideas was. J agitated, h. 
when I thought that a moment, a glance, WW f 
one unruly deſire, one free look, were fre- . 
quently che cauſe of ruin, dragging us into 
a ſtate of ſorrow, miſery, tears, repentance, 
and everlaſting perdition !—W hat. are the 


barriers. to oppole the progreſs of vice: 
Wande and - Pray er. Will they ever be 
Ee 
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recommended in vain? I bought the ring 
at a high price, referving it as a treaſure, 
J which I reſolved to uſe in the education of 
my children. I will produce it when I 
with to enforce the neceſſity of fiying ſloth, 
| and the firmneſs with which we ſhould per- 
| ſevere in good reſolutions. - It will ſhew 
the danger of giving way to our paſſions, 
the facility with which youth may be ſe- 
| duced, and the rapid progreſs from virtue 
to vice. I did not inform the Count Loh- 
feldt of the cauſe of my emotion; he would 
have been unmoved. The body of the un- 


fortunate girl was buried, and we returned 
* 


| without ſeeing the porcelain manufactory. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Return from the Journey. Cabals of the Court, 


Converſation on the Subject. 


HAVE dwelt too long on our travels; 
find it myſelf. We returned happily 
to ©" prince's reſidence in the month of 


June.. 


— 


r wen, PR Peter,” faid be 
Cubs time after my return; and in the pre- 
ſence of my ſpouſe, am I yet at liberty to 
ſpeak plain truths to your excellency, and 
offer my dai without diſguiſe?” | 


, « Why OY my dear 1 . 
« thou, knoweſt J thankfully receive the 


councils of a frien 


Reyerberg. 
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Reyerberg. Of that 1 am not quite cer- 
tain : I have frequently heard thee obſerve 
that we ſhould never advertiſe. a wiſe man 
of his faults, but ſuppoſe that his own 
knowledge would in time. remark, and if” 


* 


poſſible, correct them. 


Claus. You give a wrong interpretation 
to my words. If I ſaid fo, I doubtleſs 


meant capital foibles, ſuch as thoſe predo-- 


minant paſſions from which none of us are 
exempt; in that caſe, I think J had reaſon- 
to maintain it would be imprudent to teize 
a man about what he certainly knew long 
ſince, but that ſome invincible obſtacle has 
prevented him correcting, while thoſe paſs 
ſions maintain their empire; On the con- 
trary, ſhould it be ſome trifling error, or 
common imprudence; where is the man 
| | Bg FF that 
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that would not willingly liſten to the tende: 


voice of friendſhip > 


 Reyerbere: Notwithſtanding, my friend, 
you will not difallow having affirmed on 


different occaſions, that we- ought ever to 


refrain cenſuring the action of a ſage; - and 


that if we ever ſaw him hop on one leg, 
while the reſt of the world uſed two, we 
ſhould keep a reſpectful ſilence, and. bo 
convinced that he had ſome ſufficient rea 
fon for adopting ſuch a whimſical'ftep. 


Claus. I find that in your preſence I muſt 
be careful how I advance any thing that 


1 | 
can be turned into paradox, You remem- 


ber all, without placing it in the proper | 


point of view, and doubtleſs think, becauſe 


: you have ſnatched the ſcabbard, that you 


poſſeſs the ſword to turn againſt myſelf. 
1 - Reyerberg. 


ts 


ũI BL As. 107 
ä Reyerberg. If you ſpeak in that manner, 
my friend, I will ceaſe a converſation that 
gives offence, —But no; was I aſſured to 
awake thy utmoſt anger, I am determined 
to meet it. Thy native goodneſs of heart 
would ſoon ſhew-thee the purity of my in- 
tentions; nay, even ſuppoſe my ſolicitude 
for thy happineſs, carrying me too far, pre- | 


ſented danger where there was really none, 


| I muſt here tranſcribe the important con- 
verſation that paſſed between my friend,. 
my wife, and ſelf. Whatever little faith IL 
then placed in it, I however ſoon after knew. 
its truth and juſtice. ; 
Reyerberg continued—< I: will inform 
you of my fears, and without being a pro- 
phet, foretel, that you will not long, main- 

tain the rank which you now. hold. 
F 6 Madam 
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Madame de Clauſbacb. Indeed! youn pre- 
diction is alarming 


Keyerberg. And will, J am ſure, be ac- 
compliſhed; for which I return my ſincere: 
thanks to Heaven. I ſhould ſecretly tremble 
for thee, had I not that hope : who would, 
hefitate in the choice? On one ſide, thou 
wilt preſerve thy virtue, candour, and pro- 
bity, for thou wouldſt ſoon quit this great 
theatre when unemployed. On the other 
hand thou wilt be dragged along by tho 
torrent of corruption, which would firſt de · 

grade, and at length overw helm thee. 


Modame de Clanfbach. No, I am con- 
vinced of the integrity of my huſband; his. 
A of heart 1s unaltcrable; | 


parity Can you anfive for that, ma · 


dam! ? 


* 
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I ſadlame de Clauſbach. With the utmoſt 


certainty. 


Claus. And the idea of relinquiſhing my. 


| rank to preſerve my virtue cannot afflict 


me. If, notwithſtanding the purity of my 


intentions, 1. ſhould meet an ungrateful re 


turn, be calumniated, and repaid wich in: 


gratitude, 1 ſhall however not repent hav- 
ing done all the good in my power. 


Reyerberg. Ceaſe, my friend; ſuffer mg: 


| to continue without. interruption. | 


Claus. Weare all attention.. 


Reyerberg. The manners of the court ars 


already familiar to you; ever affable, mild, 


and condeſcending, no one believes ſuch 
behaviour to be otherwiſe than the effect 


W2 
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of art. When you would avoid giving an 
anſwer, you affect to be thinking of ſome. 
thing elſe. Other times you-aſk ſix queſ. 
tions without waiting a reply to one ; this 
is done, in order to conceal the part ycu 
take in what is paſſing. Again, you pay 
flattering compliments with deliberate cool. 


neſs, or ſpeak. of trifles with heat—fre- 
quent'y you appcar to be conſidering the 

affairs of ſtate, when in reality you are only 

counting the diſhes at table ; or- ſometimes ¶ ch. 
playing with the favourite's parrot, you aß. or 

ſume the gravity of thinking of the good 

of the nation. Are not all theſe ſigns of ; 
your progreſs in falſehood? Did you noi wie 


| | | know the value of probity and virtue, or i plo 

did you want experience, or was at thx WW fpe 

age of imprudence, your ſpouſe might nh 

be miſtaken in her affirmation; for I think MW ma. 

it very poſſible, that from a conſtant cuſ- I ala: 
tom 
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| ti of diſſimulation, you might loſe your 


natural frankneſs and honor, Notwiths 


| landing, I do" not” fear” theſe dangers; I 


| truſt to your candour and attachment to 


virtue; and what 1s yet more, am tho-- 


| roughly convinced that your fall will be 


oonſummated before your heart can be en- 


tirely corrupted. 


Claus. One might be led to believe from 
thy aſſertions, that thou hadſt diſcovered 


ſome plot againſt me. 


Reyerberg. In all times have not the 


wicked leagued againſt the good; theſe 


plots are as ancient as the world; as a calm 


ſpectator, I ſee many things which neceſſa- 


fily eſcape you, and during your abſence i 


made ſome diſcoveries which greatly 


alarmed me. Believe me, my friend, the 
| wiſeſt 


M 
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wiſeſt ſtep you can take is to quit this 
ſtormy ſea of politics while you can with 
honour. Retire from this whirlpool of 
folly, which will drag you to ruin; re: 


nounce the miſerable vanity of wearing gilt 


chains, throw from you the vain-glorious 


decoration that: marks your ſlavery. For: 
tune has bleſſed you with her favours, em- 
ploy them to purchaſe an eſtate, where you 
may paſs the remainder of life in tranquiz 
lity ; happineſs is in the country; there, 
far from the tumult of cities and the fac« 


tion of courts, you will be bleſt-in the bo- 


fom of your family. 
me will be painful; but I adviſe you as 3 


ſincere friend; I-may reſiſt court intrigues, 


for the ſtorm that tears. up the oak _— 


the fra'l reed. 5 : 


Claus; 


The: ſeparation: to 


ir 


m 


2 


ky 


* 
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Claus, 1 well know it, my dear Louis; 
but I will ſuſtain the ſhock of the tempeſt, 


in order to fulfil the duties incumbent on 


me ” 


Reyerberg. Believe me, my friend, the 
people whom you load with benefactions 


have no gratitude in their hearts, but laugh 


to find you ſo eaſily deceived. For example, 
the Count de Lohfeldt is the moſt vile and 
deſpicable of beings; he is a ſpy on all thy 
actions, employed by the preſident Melh- 
feldt, and captive to the fine eyes of his 
niece How could you give your friend- 
ip to ſuch a man—you that boaſt a 


| knowledge of mankind? I no ſooner ſaw 


him, than I diſcovered. that he had a bad 


heart. Thoſe you have raiſed to the cham- 


ber of domains are not more attached to 
zou; (I believe you may except myſelf}: 
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their ſouls are venal, and full of dupliciy; 
to-day, in proſperity, your humble fer. 
vant; and to-morrow, in adverſity, the 
firſt to furniſh arms to haſten your fall, 


Cuaus. This information is not new to 
me; could you ever think ] truſted in ſuch 
characters? Never, my dear Louis; I ex 


1 pect little from gratitude. Men are fools, 


and I well know—— 


Reyerberg. And are you willing chen 
mat tools ſhould play on. * 5 


Claus. If they are my equals, 1 
Notwitliſtanding, they do not play on me, 


for ] am not deceived. In the world we 
all act for ourſelves, and labour to acquire 


what we think happineſs or pleaſure. My 


predocmunant with. 1 is to do good; it there- 


fore: 


GIL BL AS. 115 


7; bre becomes my intereſt and felicity, and 


I give myſelf no uneaſineſs about the ob- 


| jets of my benevolence. When L am re- 


| paid with ingratitude, I laugh, and think 


no more of it; if they again. ſtand in need 
to of my aſſiſtance, they crouch at my feet, 
ch palliate their want of gratitude with frivo- 
lous and deſpicable excuſes. I feign to 
„ believe them, while my wife laments my 

apparent blindneſs; yet am I not their 

upe; I liſten. to the flatterer with the ap- 
n pearance of kindneſs, aſſiſt him a ſecond 
IF time; though well aſſured of his falſehood 
when. he no longer ſtands in need of my 
help, This, I allow, is my — and it. 


| amuſes me. 


Madame de Clauſvach: Ves, it is unhap. 
pily your method, and has given me great 
inquietude and torment.:. how. often- have 
I E edi 
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I grieved to ſee you ſaerificing your health, 
and fatiguing yourſelf, for thoſe. whom [ 
was aſſured would pay you with the mob 
odious ingratitude and calumny. 


Claus. Oh, it is the common way of the 
world. - Hens 


Reyerberg. True, my friend; and at 
length it will render thee ſo obdurate, that 
thy heart will be as hard as the back of a 
poſt-horſe, who earries every one indiſcri- 
minately; otherwiſe thy heart, naturally 
ſenſible, will ſhake off its lethargic habit, 
and feel doubly the multiplie wounds it 
has received; then, concentered in thyſelf, 
thou wilt become a gloomy, taciturne mi- 
ſanthrope, and refrain from every action of | 
benevolence. . 
| EE Claui. 
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Claus. Thoſe are charges I do not fear. 
2 | 


ing; and do you reckon as nothing the 
ſacrifice of health for a ſtate which another 
could ſupply as well as yourſelf. 


Claus. At leaſt you muſt confeſs, that I 
do leſs harm than another might do in my 
ſtuation. 


: [Thus the man born to be a general muſt 
; reman a grenadier, becauſe he thinks an- 
, other that might replace him would run 
® wok 

* 5 

A Claus. Thy obſervations are not juſt 


Befides, I confeſs, the ſplendor which ſur- 
rounds 


| Reyerberg. It will happen, notwithſtand- 


. Reyerberg. A weigh ty conſideration truly, 
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Tounds me, flatters my vanity. I am ng 
proof againſt praiſe, 


Reyerberg. It is certainly a more pleaſing 
idea to know that we are beloved. 


Claus. Am I not ſo? In thee I have! 
friend which reconciles me to mankind; 
am I not huſband to the beſt of women, 
whoſe conduct lightens every care, and fi- 
ther of a ſon whoſe education may profit 


by my experience ? 


Reyerberg. By inſenſible degrees thou wil 
withdraw thy confidence even from us. 


Claus. To confeſs the truth, I ſhould re- 
poſe none in you, was I not convinced 
that you had neither intereſt nor inclina- 
tion to deceive me. 


Madame 


— — — •üÜ öüUäGä— r 
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Madame de Clauſbach. And is not that, 
my dear friend, the firſt ſtep that leads to- 


wards hatred ? 


Reyerberg. He is not ſerious Charmed 


with his own ſyſtem, he endeavours to 


make it applicable to all; but tell me 


what you will think ſhould the cabals of 


| your enemies at length gain ſtrength to 


procure you a diſhonourable diſcharge ; if 
hatred and ingratirude ſhould purſue you 
from thoſe you have moſt befriended ; if 
in one inſtant all your labours are de- 
ſtroyed, labours in which you have em- 


ployed the brighteſt years of your life, and 


| acrificed your health. 


Claus. It is a misfortune ] do not fear, 
as the prince yet ſtands in need of my aſ- 
ſiſtance. | 


Neyerberg. 
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Reyerberg. Will he always ſufficiently 
feel his own intereſt to be ſenſible of that? 


Thou wilt not perceive the ſtorm till it 


burſts over thee—Princes eaſily learn to | 
feign ; the weakeſt deſpot is ſkilful in that t 
art, for does he not ſtudy at court? Ah, 4 
my friend, ſhould it cruſh thee, my heart t 
would bleed; thou would then too late re. . 
proach thyſclf, and grieve that thoſe bright * 
days had eſcaped in which thou mighitt re 
have ſheltered thyſelf from envy, and in a n 
narrow but happy circle diſpenſed good to in 
thy fellow creatures, 1 

95 =; | pa 
Clans. Where will you find a ſphere in N c; 
which the active man is free from envy? MW tue 
In your enthuſiaſm, you ſpeak of impoſli- W ten 


bilities. What ſtate of life is not embit- nice 
tered by the injuſtice of mankind ? Win 5 
f | | Reye r berg. wall 


— 
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Neyerberg. In the ſolitude of country life, 
Nature offers us a ſafe aſylum; ſimple and 
pure vegetables from our gardens ſupply 
our feaſts; the ſuperfluity of our wealth 
becomes a treaſure to the poor; our hearts 
are free from remorſe ; our ſouls not agi- 
tated by the tumult of paſſions; our Know- 


ledge inſtructs our neighbours, our coun- 


cils are their guide, our benevolence their 


relource in want. We form the hearts and 


minds of the youth, and preſerve ourſelves 
in health by ſobriety, order, and exerciſe. 
Morning in burſting open the gates of the 
palace of the ſun, recalls to our minds the 
Creator, our ſouls riſe to him with grati- 
tude; the mountains and vallies are the 
temples where we adore him. Accompa- 


nied by a faithful companion, and children 


in innocent gaiety ſkipping before us, we 


walk through the grounds where the be- 
VOL, III. 86 nevolent 
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: nevolent hand of Nature has ſcattered 
abundance ; and thus after having paſſed Ml 
our days in a ſerenity worthy the golden 


age, the ſleep of death creeps ſoftly on us, 
and releaſes our ſouls without agony, col. 
letting in quiet repoſe new ſtrength againſt 
that happy moment when they mall regain 
their activity. 


Claus. Enough, enough, my dear Louis, 
ſome day or other I mean to enjoy that fe- 
licity, but at preſent it 15 impoſſible, I have 
ſo many projects to execute, ſo much bu- 
ſineſs to conclude, you well know it would 
be diſhonourable to ſtop in the difficult 
part of the courſe ſome years hence. 

Reyerberg. Adieu, then; I muſt bid 
your excellency fare wel; I with you every 
poſlible 


* 
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poſſible happineſs ; but do not forget my 
prediction. | 

Thus faying, he retired ; my wife was 
loſt in thought“ We will talk no more 
on this ſubject with Louis,” ſaid I, «© he 
| fills our heads with chimeras.” ; 


bid 
er 


11 | F | Pops” 
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CHAP. VIII. 
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The Clouds begin to gather. 


i may doubtleſs appear aſtoniſhing, 
that Louis de Reyerberg, whom Ire. 


| . preſented in his youth as lively, enter. 

f prizing and active, who even in infancy a1 
| poſſeſſed the utmoſt efferveſcence, could Ml : 
not ſuffer conſtraint, and in a more ad- 5 

vanced age was ever combating ignorance hay 

and wickedneſs ; it may, I repeat, appear 8 

' aſtoniſhing, that he ſhould. wiſh to with. i © 

draw me from the whirlpool of politics, an 

and perſuade me to adopt a peaceful coun- an 

try life. The reader will not be leſs fur- % 

prized, that I, whom my birth neceſſitated 2g 

to the lower ranks of life, the ſport of 2 


mankind and fortune, ſhould at once en- 
tirely 


al 
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tirely change my character, which had now 
attained the utmoſt ſtrength and firmneſs 
in buſineſs. Notwithſtanding, when the- 
viciffitudes of life I have experienced are : 
conſidered, it may readily be allowed that 


| my conduct was the natural reſult, 


Reyerberg had received from nature a 
diſpoſition for a life of activity and buſi- 


| neſs, but his misfortunes had extinguiſhed. 


his ardor, and abated his vivacity, all his 


enterprizes having miſcarried. The whim- 


 ſicality of my fate, and a number of unfore- 


ſeen circumſtances, on the contrary, had 
enveloped me in a chaos of adventures, 
from which 1 had ever happily extricated 
myſelf, at the exception of ſome trifling 
calamities. Having attained by degrees 
the height of grandeur, my confidence in 
the ſucceſs of my projects was continually 

G 3 augment- 
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augmenting. Warm, active ſpirits are 


diſguſted by long reſiſtance, while, on the 
contrary, more moderate tempers are not 


ſpeedily wearied, and once put in activity 


by favourable circumſtances, or neceſſity, 


an endeavour for ſucceſs conſtitutes a part 
of their being, nor do they willingly leave 
the cuſtom of exerting themſelves, when 


once acquired, without concern. 


| Reyerberg eſcaped from the college, ran 
at hazard, was ſeized and forced to accept 


the ſimple ſtate of a ſoldier, when his birth | 


placed him on the rank of an officer. He | 


ſhared with me all the inconveniencies of 


an arrant vagabond life. An Engliſhman 


choſe him for a companion, but that hap- 


pineſs was of ſhort duration—He went to 


England, where the proſpect of an em- 
barraſſing future condition haſtened his de- 


| parture 


r 
e) 
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parture from that iſle. On his return to 
Germany, he ſought employ in different 
courts, but failed; his attempts in litera- 
ture were repaid by nothing but thorns 


and briars: unhappy in love, hardly was 


he ſettled in the theatre, which afforded 


him a moderate allowance, than his perfi- 
dious brother entrapped him, and ſold him 
to the India company. Such a chain of 
adverſities could not fail to depreſs the ſpi- 
rit, and cool the ardor of a man of acute 
and ſanguine temper, 


Oppoſe this to the hiſtory of my life. 
Born in the duſt, protected by a lady of 


quality, favoured with an education above 


my birth, ſnatched from indigence, and 


niſed from a ſtate of ſervitude, happier 
even in my worſt ſituation than I could 


ever have been in the cottage of my father; 


64 frequently 
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frequently eaſy, Galen rich, miracu- 


louſly delivered from dangers, having no 


complaints againſt fate, in the different or- 


cupations of valet, pſeudo-hermetical phy- 


ſician, author, and comedian; experiencing 


in all but tranſient misfortunes; dragged 
like a culprit, and forced to unite myſcif 
to a handſome, rich, and amiable woman; 
acquiring uſeful knowledge by travelling 
at the expence of others; admired and ap- 
plauded as a muſician, obtaining the place 
of ſecretary to a nobleman, univerſally 
eſteemed for the qualities of his heart and 
diſpoſition; made director of finances by 


the means of a Bologna lap-dog ; Lo- 


noured with nobility, placed in the higheſt _ 


rank, favoured with an order of Kknight- 
hood] poſſeſſing ſufficient wealth to put 
me above events, and at once enjoying do- 


meſtic felicity and n grandeur.— 
What 


ju 


hai 


ha 


pol! 


for. 
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What man in my ſituation would not have 


AN . ALS > " 


| been tempted to think his proſperity in 


— n 
— — * 

—— 

2 

2 


ſome meaſure the effect of his own merit? 


When ſhall we become attentive to the 
influence of fate on our way of thinking 


and acting, and likewiſe of the change of 


temper which it occaſions. The wiſe man 
N never judges the principles or actions of his 
brethren, until he has thoroughly weighed 


the circumſtances and ſituations in which 


; they found themſelves, which if he cannot 
do, he keeps a modeſt ſilence, and without 

| judging, treats them with indulgence. - 

5 Jam firmly bo that if Reyerberg ; 

had been 1 in my place, he would equally 

; have given himſelf up to the enthuſiaſm of 

" MW politics ; and that if it had been poſſible. 

: tor-me ro conſider my ſituation coolly, I | 


G 5 ſhould ' 
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ſhould have done juſtice to the truth of his 
repreſentations. But to return to my ad- 
ventures— 8 


I he prediction of my friend advanced 
towards its accompliſhment : the following 


circumſtances ſerved to accelerate it. 


At fix o'clock in the evening I quitted 
the labqurs of the cabinet, and content with 


having employed the day uſefully, gave 


way to the natural gaiety of my temper, 


and ſought ſociety. The prince, fatigued 


with the conſtraint of the court, uſually 


went about the fame time to viſit Madame 


Balleriaire, frequently inviting me to mect 


him there. Mirth prefided at theſe circles, 


which were ſelect, few being admitted, and 


where, to confeſs the truth, we ſometimes 


made ourſelves merry at others expence. 
| The 


Wy 


The prince forgot his greatneſs, conſtraint 
was baniſhed ; and notwithſtanding the po- 


| litical art with which my friend had re- 


proached me, I was not careful in my diſ- 
courſes, as.I never ſuppoſed they were to 
be repeated, or any ill uſe made of them. 

The council, at which his highneſs pre- 
fided in perſon, was compoſed, ſince the 
forced retreat of M. de Melhfeldt, of only 


three members, the chief juſtice, M. de 


Schevarzhelm, the privy-councillor, Laem- 
mersdorf, and myſelf. They were both 
weak characters, and the preſident looking 
on them as negatives, or rather as cyphers, 
only proper to augment his power, had 
placed them in the miniſtry, in order to 
keep out thoſe leſs diſpoſed to ſubſcribe 
blindly to all his meaſures. Schevarzhelm 
vas an obſcure, heavy, pedantic, avari- 
. G 6 cicus 


132 THE GERMAN 


cious councillor; an old ſiſter managed his 
houſehold, with whom he had made an 
hereditary compact, in virtue of which the 
ſurvivor was to inherit the wealth of the 
deceaſed, upon condition however that the 
longeſt liver ſhould take the care and ma- 
nagement of the funeral, in order to fave 
the expence uſual on thoſe occaſions, when 
truſted to people who make it their buſi 
neſs. Laemmersdorf was half a foot taller 
than Schevarzhelm, and was an orginal 
equally ridiculous; he had prefided at the 
education of the prince, and experienced 
the common fate of tutors, his cares being 
recompenſed By barren honours, his rank 
of member ef the privy council giving 
him only a faife ſplendour, as he. ncither 
dared' propoſe any new ſtep, nor contrad ct 
the opinions of others. To expiate the 


errors of a youth of libertiniſm and plea- 
ſure, 
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ſure, he had recourſe to devotion, aſſiſting 
regularly at the pious meetings which were 
held every night by the gouvernante at M. 
de Melhfeldr 8. 


From my firſt entrance into the mini- 
niſtry, I had made theſe two men feel the 


ſuperiority of talents over incapacity. My 


conduct however was guided by ſtrict pro- 


priety ; and as I ever wiſhed to uſe theſe 
gentlemen as inſtruments to promote the 


public good, treated them with proper di- 


ſtinction. It is true I have ſometimes flat- 


tered deſpicable characters, in order to at- 
tain neceſſary good, but 1 found it im polſ- 
ſible to wear the maſk of diſſimulation for 
any length of time; unhappily, if thoſe 
people met me at a moment when I hap- 


pened to be out of humour, I frequently 


deſtroyed by a glance the pleaſing error I 


had 
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had encouraged for years; I had likewiſe 
a great fault in ſpeaking too freely of fools 
and knaves ; I doubtleſs ought to have en- 
deavoured to correct it; but it was a per- 
nicious habit which I could not get rid off; 
notwithſtanding my freedom of ſpeech was 
exempt from malice, yet many were of- 
fended at it; however, they no ſooner 
ſrove to correct the vices that I had at- 
tacked than I revoked the ill 1 had faid. 
My intention in publiſhing any one's foibles 
was to make the perſon alluded to ſenſible 
of them, for ſarcaſm frequently opens 
men's eyes to diſcover follies they were not 
before aware of, a truth that they are loath 
to confeſs. As for myſelf, I freely own 
that epigrams have often made me re- 
nounce my errors. But to return to my 


colleagues. 
Accuſtomed 
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Accuſtomed to perplexing and obſcure 
meaſures, I at firſt endeavoured to make 
them act uprightly, and inſpire them with 
a love of virtue; my efforts were however 
ineffectual; from which time I looked on 
them with the utmoſt diſlike. I frequently 
made myſelf merry at their expence, par- 


ticularly in our ſocieties at Madame Bal- 


| leriaire's. On the other hand, theſe gen- 


tlemen felt little inclination for a perſon 
ſo ſuddenly made their aſſociate, though 
they had not the courage to declare them- 
ſelves openly, but when occaſion ſerved, 
ſhook their heads in an expreſſive manner, 
M. de Melbfeldt endeavouring to keep 
alive their animoſity. The devotion of 


the gouvernante, who was a rigid votary, 


animated M. de Laemmersdorf particu- 


larly againſt me, 


Such 
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such were my two aſſiſtants in the mi- 
niſtry. From my firſt preferment, I had 

ever behaved to the courtiers with more 
diſdain than prudence would have dic- 
tated ; well aſſured that I was uſeful to the 
prince, I looked on theſe flatterers as deſ- 
picable ſluggards; their ſenſeleſs conceited 
converſation inſpired me with diſguſt, I 
took little pains to conceal ; nay, I endea- 


voured to make them obſerve it whenever 


L found them trying to perſu de the prince 


to any uſeleſs expenſive folly. 


The mareſchal of the court was a little 


foppiſh, gallant, ſmooth tongued fellow; 


a conſummate - hypocrite, having ever at 


command an air of. gentleneſs and affabi- 


lity, ſecretly endeavouring ro keep every 


one from the prince that did not flatter his 


 ndiculous follies, and making perpet ua 


diſſen ſions 


. 1 


diſtenſions at court; his perſon was always 
elegantly dreſſed and ſcented, exhaling 
ſweets for a hundred yards round; his 
mind ignorant and ſuperficial to the laſt 
degree. At table he talked of Gazettes, 
and complained of ill ſucceſs at play; but 
his favourite topic was the eulogium of 
ſome cook where he had dined the day be- 
fore, and whoſe ragouts and ſauces had de- 
lighted him; producing patterns of cloaths 
and embroidered waiſtcoats, which he ex- 
pected from Lyons; uttering from time to 
ime ſome fooliſh pleaſantry, or bon mot, 
which he ſpoiled in relating, himſelf ſet- 
ung the example of laughing heartily, 
though frequently no perſon was complai- 
ant enough to accompany him. I one day 
told him, that when his fine cloaths were, 
by the influence of time converted to rags, 
and ſhould have paſſed the paper-mill, 

| they 
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they ought to be uſed ſor printing the cou. 
rier of the Lower Rhine, books of cookery, 
inſtructions for the game of whiſt, and col. 
lections in ana. I conſeſs I took pleaſure 
in humiliating him, when he endeavoured 


to riſe above his ſphere. 


The chief cup-bearer, M. de Gerlub, 
was a drunken diſciple of Epicurus, daily 
drowning his underſtanding in wine, and 
lying with an effrontery which I never ſay 
equalled. On his quitting the table, a large 
arm-chair was prepared to receive him, and 
in which he dozed off the firſt bacchanalian 
vapours of the day; from thence he re- 
paired to his miſtreſs, who was a French 
actreſs, taking care firſt to order his ſervant 
to precede him. with ſome bottles of wine 
from. his highneſs's cellar. After. regaling 
himſelf with the delicious juice, he repaired 
00 


* 
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to the play with his fair one, or elſe was 
led to the pious meeting at the pre ſident's. 


At nine o'clock he attended the prince's 


| ſupper, after which a carriage took him 


to his wife, who in the mean time had 
amuſed herſelf with ſome young military 
hero, When I looked over the account of 
the expence of his highneſs's houſehold, I 
remarked the abſolute neceſſity of a reform 
in the article of wine; a propoſition that 


drew on me the hatred of the cup-bearer. 


The young Count de Lohfeld, as I have 
before mentioned, was obliged to myſelf 
tor his political employment, He was the 
youngeſt of eight brothers, and little fa- 
voured by the gifts of fortune, his father 
was overwhelmed with debts, and entreated 


me to take him under my care, 
Whether 
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Whether it was goodneſs of heart, or a 
little vanity, that led me to be protector 
to a count of the holy empire, being my- 
ſelf newly honored with nobility ; I how- 
ever ſeized the occaſion to protect my 
equal. In a word, I immediately placed 
him in his highneſs's ſervice; he notwith- 
ſtanding had not ſufficient gratitude to ac- 
knowledge my kindneſs. He unhappily 
poſſeſſed what is called genius, vivacity, 
and an innate diſpoſition to ſlander, falſe- 
hood, and cunning ; an indefatigable acti- 
vity, with a ſtrong inclination to perform a 
part in what was paſſing ; alt which talents 
he uſed againſt me, under the direction of 


M. de Melhfeldt. The greater part of 


mankind do not like to feel the ſuperiority 
of others, nor will they even allow it to 
their benefactors, for ingratitude is the moſt 
common of all vices. A ſage, who had 
thoroughly. 


in 
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thoroughly ſtudied the receſſes of the hu- 
man heart, frequently ſaid, ** I have ren- 
dered a ſervice to an ambitious man, which | 
is arming a freſh enemy againſt myſelf,” Wh 
This was the caſe of the young count; the, - Ii 
hatred of the reſt of my adverſaries was oc | 
caſioned by the humiliation to which I ex- 

poſed their ignorance. | 


Theſe gentlemen, in concert with ſome 


deſpicable ſubalterns, formed a plot againſt 
me, which Reyerberg diſcovered before 1 
N had the moſt diſtant idea of it, as I had 


j not deigned to degrade my dignity by pay- 


j ing regard to the projects of ſuch inſignifi- : 
nat characters. "08 
„ 

, 

3 0 

| 
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CHAP. IX. 
His Excellency's Power decreaſes. | 


23 would be unjuſt to imagine that there 


was not a ſingle man at court who poſ- 
ſeſſed probity, courage, and generoſity ſuf. 
ficient not to ſuffer himſelf to be perſuaded 
to join in the cabals againſt an innocent 
perſon. Doubtleſs there were ſome, but 
they remained neuter, and idle ſpectators 
of what was paſling ; familiarized by long 


experience to the intrigues of little courts, 


they preſerve their inaction, well knowing 


that the efforts of the virtuous are ineffec- 


tual, to protect innocence againſt the pro- 
Jects of artful malice. Experience had 
taught the danger of engaging in ſuch bu- 
ſineſs, in which had they interfered, they 

might 


— 


. 
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might probably have fallen victims, or at 
alt, inſtead of aſſiſting the oppreſſed, 
might only have encreaſed the animoſity of 
his enemies. Prudence therefore directed 
them, and they feigned ignorance of what 
was paſſing, treating me with equal eſteem 
and friendſhip, whether my power aug- 


mented or decreaſed. 


Others had little knowledge of what was 
tranſacting, not being ſufficiently in the 


confidence of the great, or of too inferior a 


rank to judge whether I was unjuſtly at- 
tacked ; theſe had enough to do for their 
own preſervation, or were too phlegmatic 
to interfere in complicate affairs, they theres» 
fore let things take what courſe they 
pleaſed, ſaying, Let every one defend 
themſelves.” 3 
Others, 
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Others, who had neither fortune nor me. 
rit, naturally depended on the ſtrongeſ 


party; to advance their fortunes, or to 


avoid being dragged into the ruin of their 

patron. One day the partizans of the mi. 
niſter de Clauſbach, and the next of the 
preſident de Melhfeldt, ever changing to 
the ſucceſsful party. _ 


Some were againſt me, becauſe my cbr. 


duct appeared to them imprudent, or be- 
cauſe I had not anſwered their expectations 
in requeſted favours. Weak minds con- 
tema plate every thing under the faſcination 
of prejudice or paſſion, it would therefore 


be unjuſt to reproach them with deſerting 
my cauſe. | dra 
RX too 
Some again injured me by their extrava- had 
Wit] 


I 5 gant praiſes, and the invectives they be- 
ſttowed 
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ſtowed on my enemies. Leſs zealous in 
my favour. than in calumniating my ad- 
verſaries, it was nevertheleſs ſuppoſed that 
I excited or hired. them for that purpoſe, 
when in reality I had no part in their ridi- 


culous behaviour. 


When the ſtorm burſt, there were only 
ſome ſubalterns, whom I hardly knew, and 


| on whom I had never conferred any fa- 


vour, that declared themſelves openly for 
me, and that at the expence of their own 
happineſs, from a diſintereſted love of ho- 
nor and generoſity. 


Well alſured that J had not willingly 
drawn on myſelf the hatred of any one, I 
took no pains to diſcover whether I really 
had enemies 4 returned from our journey 
without inquietude, and though the con- 

VOL, 111. H verſation 


memory, convinced that he faw things ina 
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verſation of Reyerberg gave me a momen- 


tary uneaſineſs, I ſoon baniſhed it from my 


wrong point of view. The prince appeared 


to honor me with his favour more than 


ever, and I lulled-myſelf into a weak and 


fooliſh ſecurity. 


Notwithſtanding an unfortunate event 
Prevented my ſeeing his highneſs as fre- 
- gently a8 uſual in our little circles. Ma- 


dame Balleriaire complained of illneſs ſome 


days previous to our departure, but re- 
ceived company at home, and returned vi. 
ſits. During our abſence, this indiſpo— 
ſition had brought on a ſlow fever, which 
before our return confined her to her bed; 


our evening meetings, conſequently ceaſed, 


At firſt the prince appeared extremely un- 
eaſy at her indiſpoſition, viſited her - daily, 
gave 
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gave up all his amuſements, paſſing his 
time by the bed of ſickneſs, and ſhewing 
her every attention. This kindneſs conti- 
nued for ſome little time, when he ſud- 
denly changed, and faw her but twice in 
eight days; his phyſician, who alſo attend- 
ed M. de Melhfeldt, having advertiſed his 
highneſs of the danger of expoſing his au- 
guſt perſon to the dangerous effluvia of a 


conſumptive perſon. The prince followed 
this advice, and ceaſed to viſit the favourite, 
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contenting himſelf with fending daily to 


var 


- WW cnquire after her, ordering the mefſenger to 
aſk into the moſt minate circumſtances re- 
5 ſpecting her health: but men, and parti- 
cularly princes, ſoon loſe the ardor with 
which they appear intereſted, when the ob- 


d. ject that occaſioned it no longer adds to 
n. their pleaſure; thus in about a month there 


„vas a general order to enquire after the 
Ve | | H 2 | lady's 
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lady's health, his highneſs ſeldom men- 
tioning her, and then by chance. 


The courtiers ſkilfully turned this cir- 


cumſtance to their advantage; it was ne- 


ceſſary to invent ſomething to amuſe the 


leiſure hours of their ſovereign, and the 
following was deviſed. Muſic was one of 


his favourite amuſements, concerts had 


therefore often been held at Madame ' Bal- 
leriaire's; ſhe had an agreeable voice and 
knowledge of muſic, and his highneſs 
played on the flute well enough for a prince. 
I was, as before mentioned, a virtuoſo on 
the violin, all which {kill was reinforced by 


ſome muſicians. from the orcheſtra. The 


prince took particular delight in theſe pri- 
vate concerts, and on days of public cere- 


mony e muſical parties at court, | 
but 
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but at which he never exhibited his talents 


on the flute, 


Since the illneſs of his favourite the con- 
certs had ceaſed ; they therefore ſubſtituted 
in their room two muſical meetings weekly, 
at which the nobility of the town were ad- 
mitted, and among others the niece of the 
preſident de Melhfeldt. Caroline had an 
enchanting voice, played on the harpſi- 
chord with great execution, and even pre- 
tended to compoſe. Doubtleſs theſe com- 
poſitions were like thoſe of the nobility: 
the divided {ome long paſſages in muſic, 
which were compiled from different pieces; 
theſe her inſtructor, the director of the or- 
cheſtra, extended and arranged in proper 
form, and when the whole was ſuited for 
different inſtruments, diſtributed, and exe- 
cuted, was admired as the compoſition of 

H 3 Made- 
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Mademoiſelle de Melhfeldt. Be it as it 


way, Signora Melhfeldina compoied ariettes, 


concertos, and ſymphonies, ei quartelli per 


cembalo obligato; boldly exhibiting, theſe 


baſtards in the world for her own: The 
leader of the orcheſtra was a ſkilful muſi- 


clan, particularly complaiſant, and owed 


his fortune to the preſident; he had mar- 


ried the old gouvernante, dined there every 
Thurſday, and repaid the favours confer- 


% 


red with gratitude, 


Caroline, or rather her maſter, com- 


poſed a moſt admirable bravura ariette, ar- 
ranged on purpoſe, per flaulo obligato, and 
: not without reaſon. The words were from 
the Demetrio of Metaſtafio (Act 1, ſcene 


the 14th) and began thus: 
Del ſuo gentil ſembiante 


Nacque il mio primo amore. 


This 


C 


te 
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This was executed at one of thc uſie 
meetings held at court; and as each muſi- 
cian intereſts himſelf particularly for thoſe 
pieces where his favourite inſtrument is pre- 
dominant, the prince was charmed with 


the part for the flute. It was extremely 


pleaſing without being difficult; and at 


the word of ſembia-a-a- ante, there was a 
thouſand Italian cadences. His highneſs 
was charmed with the whole, ſpoke high 
in its praiſe, and if his rank had permitted, 


and he had been perfect in the piece, 


would doubtleſs have inſtantly taken his 


place among the muſicians with his flute. 
© Who compoſed this muſic ?” ſaid the 


prince to the director of the orcheſtra. The 


young Count de Lohfeld, who was the in- 
ventor of this ſnare, preſented himſelf — 
« We owe this excellent piece to the fine 


talents of Mademoiſelle de Melhfeldt, who 
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is ir dy admired for ſeveral charming 
compoſitions that have been executed 
here.“ 5 

His highneſs had never liked Caroline, 
had never done her the honor of ſpeaking 
to her; but the ſlighteſt circumſtances fre- 
quently change the ſentiments of men.— 
He now learned for the firſt time the talent 
of Mademoiſelle de Melhfeldt for muſic; 


the preſident was no longer in favour, yet 


was ever treated with politeneſs. The 


prince, being once informed of the author 
of this compoſition, civility obliged him to 
pay a compliment. He did ſo with the 


grace cuſtomary to the great : Caroline had 


prepared fo proper and modeſt an anſwer, 
for ſhe did not want underſtanding, that 


the Sultan could not help obſerving, * ſhe 
really is not fo diſagreeable as Madame 
Balleriaire 


22 


an, Ln eel — 


je 


GIL' BLASs. 153 
Balleriaire repreſented—ſhe cannot hel p her 
uncle's being diſgraced.” They converſed 
for ſome time on the ariette, during which 
Caroline ſaid, © If I was happy enough to. 
hear it executed by your highneſs, and to 
dare accompany you with my voice; but 
Jam too bold: I ought not to have the 
temerity to form ſuch a wiſh. Indeed, I 
ſhould be fearful of ſinging before ſo re- 
fined and exquiſite a connoiſſeur.” 


©» © MyJGdd 7” exclaimed the Sultan with 
atoniſhment (Princes are eaſily afloniſhed) 
« do you alſo ſing?“ —“ Yes, and pecu- 
larly well, upon my honor,“ replied the 


mareſchal. 


The converſation turned on different ſub- 
jects; but the courtiers, who were of the 
preſident's party, endeavoured to bring it 

| 5 back, 
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\ 


back, and to expreſs their wiſhes to hear 


this little piece executed by his highneſs, 
and accompanied by the voice of Made. 


moiſelle de Melhfeldt. The prince deſired 


it himſelf; but not wiſhing to play on the 


flute in public, and etiquette not permit- 


ting him to introduce Caroline into his 


cabinet, he knew not how to accompliſh 


it. The mareſchal however broke the dit- 
ficulty with his uſual impertinence—** If 


his highneſs would command, it would 


doubtleſs be an inexpreſſible happineſs to 
Mademoiſelle de Melhfeldt to give a pri- 


vate concert at her uncle's one of theſe 
evenings.” Caroline anſwered as though 


the prince had acquieſced, who could not 


in that caſe refuſe without, impoliteneſs: 


the concert was therefore ſettled for the 


next Sunday; and joy and hope, fruitful 


in 


„ 


in projects, ſhone on the faces of the whole 


party. 


Accuſtomed to attend che court late, I 
entered at the end of the firſt ſymphony: 
his highneſs received me with the air of a 
man whoſe mind is uneaſy; and taking me 
towardy a window, he ſaid, You will be 
ſurprized, Clauſbach, when I tell you that 
I have conſented to attend a concert at the 
preſident's. Indeed, it was impoſſible to 
refuſe; I may very well give that trifling 
ſatisfaction to the old man; do you not 


think ſo ?—They take it as a great favour 


—You will be there, I hope, w:th your 


violin.“ If I am invited,” faid I, in- 


terrupting him with a ſmile. We were 
obſerved, and the courtiers, deeply {killed 
in the ſcience of Lavater, had truly inter- 
preted our geſtures and phyſiognomies; for 
H 6 "5X the 
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the prince had no ſooner quitted me, than 
Caroline, after a moment's converſation 
with, the young count, advanced towards 
me with a feigned ' kindneſs, and invited 
me to the party on Sunday. | 


Can it be believed, that the trifling cir- 
cumſtance that had occaſioned the prince 
to notice Caroline, and honor the houle 
of the prefident with his company, ſhould 
inſpire the courtiers with ſuch arrogance, 
that when they -ſaluted my exce/lency, they 
did not bow by four inches ſo low as for- 
merly. I did not perceive” this omiſſion, 
but it did not eſcape the penetrating eye of 
Reyerberg; he was preſent, and in the 
evening communicated his obſervations; 
the next day 1 found his ſuſpicions well- 
founded, a circumſtance that infpired me 
with contempt. rather than vexation. My 
2 "@ #3 enemies 
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greatly on the prince; perhaps they were 
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- for from- the evening of the, concert the 


mareſchal looked on me as a loſt man. 


AF 
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CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


The Concerts of Mademoiſelle de  Melbfeldt 
have a ſurprizing Effect. 


HE wiſhed-for day arrived; prepara- 
rations were made at the preſident's 
for the reception of the prince : in order to 
accommodate every thing to his taſte, a 
ſelect ſocicty were invited that were parti- 
cularly honored with his favor. All dif 
played freedom and pleaſure, accompanied 
with delicacy and reſpect. | 
M. de Melhfeldt ſpared his highneſs-the 
leaſt embarraſſment at this firſt interview; 
and notwithſtanding his ſtrength, which 
his exterior and appetite ſufficiently be- 


trayed at table, he cauſed himſelf to be led 
1 by 


— 
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by two ſervants to the bottom of the Rair- 
caſe, there ſupported by them, he received 


his auguſt maſter, on his entrance kiſſed 


his hands, and blefſed the day when he 
again enjoyed the pleaſure of ſeeing him 
face to face. The poor old man, weakened 
by age and infirmities, leaning on his ſer- 
vants, ſlowly followed the prince, bent 
himſelf to the ground before me, ſlaying, 


loud enough to be overheard by his high- 


neſs, (the old hypocrite) © It is doubtleſs 
to you, Sir, that I owe the honor that to- 
day conſtitutes my feliciry.” 


This compliment, if the prince heard it, 


which I do not doubt, could only make a 


diſagreeable impreſſion him, and to me fa- 


tal. It was preciſely as though he had ſaid, 


„When a prince ſtoops to one of us., or 
3 


does any thing to give pleaſure, it is doubt- 
leſs 


troduced by a prelude. Decorated with 
= | | the 
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leſs by your leave, M. Claus; you who af: 1 


fume the air of exerciſing unhmited power.” 
The weakeſt ſovereigns do not chooſe that 
their miniſters ſhould be thought to enjoy 


ſupreme command, or to be indiſpenſibly 


neceſſary. I ſoon learned that this ſpeech, 


and others of the ſame nature, had all the 
effect that my enemies could deſire. 


The concert began. The overture was 
che favorite ſymphony of his highneſs, af- 
ter which Mademoiſelle de Melhfeldt play- 
ed on the harpſichord with more than her 
uſual execution. The auguſt flute player 


was next humbly entreated to delight the 


aſſembly by his enchanting ſounds, pro- 
duced from an- inſtrument that was pre- 
ſented by M. de Melhfeldt. He yielded 


to their entreaties, and the ariette was in- 


cal 


1 
| 

I 
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order of the blue herring, I led the band; 


the prince, who played like moſt great men, 
did not always keep time; this omiſſion, 
however, no one choſe to notice, but 
played falſe in compliment to his highneſs. 
could not condeſcend to ſuch groſs flat- 
tery, and ſometimes marked the time ra- 
ther rudely with my foot. In the favourite's 
concerts J had been uſed to take that li- 
berty, but here the auguſt muſician wiſhed 
to appear in his full ſplendor ; he frowned, 
and the courtiers darted at me the moſt fu- 
rious looks, as though I had committed an 


unpardonable crime. 


The concert continued until nine o'clock, 
Caroline at times prefenting refreſhments 
to the prince with inimitable grace, and 
converſing agreeably. By degrees he be- 
came chearful, and at length livelier than 

I had 
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I had almoſt ever ſeen him. As we Went 
out, he ſaid, (perhaps to puniſh me for 
having marked the time too rudely) “it 
was an agrecable evening, very agreeable, 


M. de Clauſbach, we may ofcen arrange 


ſuch parties, what think you ?”—Why | 


not, my Lord?” anſwered I, in rather a 
tone of raillery : with theſe words we ſe⸗ 
parated. 


The marcſchal of the court, the count 
de Lohfeld, and others of the party, did 
not fail to profit by the preſent diſpoſition 
of his highneſs. Some days after, a pre- 
tence was formed for a ſimilar concert at 
the mareſchal's country-houſe. Their prin- 
cCipal deſign was to diſtance me by little 
and little; and for that purpoſe, knowing 


my vanity, employed an art which was 


certain of ſuccels. IO begged the N 
to 
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to order the perſons of the court, who were 
muſicians, and that he chole to attend.— 
The miniſter de Clauſbach was too proud 


to receive orders in this caſe like a mere 


muſician ; and the prince, who likewiſe | 


thought I was invited, never mentioned it, 
accordingly I was not preſent at the con- 


cert, The ſultan, who was accuſtomed to 


my method of accompaniment, was out of 


humour, the courtiers threw oil on the 
fire, and this trifle firſt gave riſe to his 


highneſs coolneſs towards me. 


If I have dwelt rather long on this ridi- 
culous buſineſs, 1t 1s to ſhew that the moſt 
trifling cauſes often produce hatred and 
difſentions, whoſe conſequences are fatal. 


It is very difficult to | reconcile differences 


between thoſe that look on themſelves as 


equals, a difficulty - that increaſes daily, 
| | and 
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and ſtrengthens with time. Princes in ge- 
neral have ſuch unjuſt pretenſions, that they 
regard as diſhonorable every firſt attempt 
to a reconciliation with people whom they 
have injured. To this add my pride, and 
conviction of being uſeful to the country, 
my own ſufficient fortune, which ſet me 


above dependence on the great; all theſe 


conſidered, it may eaſily be comprehended 


how my power daily decreaſed fince the ſe- 
cond concert. Without reafoning farther 


on the cauſes of my fall, theſe are the 


events which haſtened the cataſtrophe. 


The concerts at the preſident's were re- 


gularly continued, and the prince became 
naturally accuſtomed to them, for theſe 


ſlaves of habit may be brought to make 


every trifle neceſſary; I no longer attend- 


ed] an omiſſion that my auguſt maſter re- 
proached 


lu 


* 
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proached me with in jeſt; I excuſed my- 
ſelf by alledging my numerous employ | 


ments ; and the prince, too proud to en- 


treat, ſoon accuſtomed himſelf to my ab- 
ſence, a forgetfulneſs that I preſently ex- 
perienced : I ſhould have given way to per- 
ſuaſion, but no one thought fit to take that 
trouble. | 


The concerts became at length abſo- 
lutely neceflary to the Sultan ; the cour- 


tiers gave him to underſtand that the ex- 


pence attending them, however inconſider- 


able it might appear, was more than the 
preſident could afford, being overwhelmed 


with debts, and reduced by M. de Clauſ- 


bach to a very moderate penſion. There 


was an immediate order for its augmenta- 


- * 


tion. 


Was 
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Was Madame Balleriaire mentioned, her I Cl 
malady was ſpoken of with diſguſt, and MW v 
the prince, who did not chooſe his mind pre 
ſhould be diſturbed by diſagreeable ideas, fi) 
ſeldom mentioned her: the courtiers, in- 
deed, woult n ves ſay careleſsly be- 
fore him, She tak no care of herſelf; ani 


when ſhe has company in the evening, ſhe gr. 
eats immoderately. I muſt here remark ha 
that my wife was almoſt the only perſon MW bis 


who viſited her. h | tr. 


Spies were kept in pay to inform my 


enemies of all that paſſed at my houſe; he 
when a ſecretary had dined with me, or 1 WM 
had drawn the bow over my fiddle, it was ple 


every where reported, Have you heard BW me 
what a magnificent concert there was at M. by 
de Clauſbach's yeſterday ?” or elſe, There the 
was another grand entertainment at M. de che 


Clauſbach' 83 


7 
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Clauſbach's ; his table 1s elegant, but no 


wonder, he can well afford it.” The im- 


prefſion made by ſuch reports may be ca. 
fly gueſſed. 


The aſſemblies became daily more united 
and chearful; the decrepid weak preſident 
grew perceptibly ſtronger; one might 
have thought that the joy of ſo often ſeeing 
his auguſt maſter gave him new life and 
ſtrength. 


At times when chearfulneſs was at its 


height, and the converſation free from all 


reſtraint, the prince related ſome of my 


pleaſantries on the privy counſellor Laem- 
mersdorf, Schevarzhelm, and others, and, 


by an indiſcretion common to ſeveral of 
the Lord's anointed, named the author of 
theſe epigrams. My enemies did not ne- 

| glect 
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glect to repeat theſe ſarcaſms with ſeveral 
embelliſhments and additions to the per- 
{ons I had ridiculed, who thus provoked, 
became bitter enemies, and joined the 


league that conſpired againſt me. 


As frequently as poſſible, ſpeeches were 
dropped, in order to awaken ſuſpicions on 
my adminiſtration ; the moſt conſummate 


{kill was certainly neceſſary to, give riſe to 


any, for my endeavours had ever been ac- 


companied by the ſtricteſt probity. Not- 
withſtanding, it is eaſy for artful chicane 


to turn appearances: againſt a director of 


finances. 


Some of the farmers of the revenue were 


backward in their payments, others had 
given riſe to contention on different articles 


in their leaſes; a manufacturer was in ar- 
rears 


od }2|8Do”  frndkn, 


pms 2 fwuns 


i 


GIL BLAS. 169 


rears on account of not ſelling his goods, 
and a new machine in the mines had not 
ſucceeded. The affair of the farmers had 
taken place while I was at Paris with the 
prince ; the manufacture had been efta- 
bliſhed, contrary to my advice, but by 


order of the ſovereign, who was fond of 


experiments, and the machine had only 


been an attempt made at little expence, 
under the direction of a man of {kill and 


learning. However, no attention was paid 


to theſe circumſtances, but by repeated ſa- 


tirical allufions to the ill ſucceſs of my ad- 
miniſtration, they at length obtained their 
purpoſe of making the prince behave daily 


more cold and reſerved towards me. 


He determined to build, and imitate the 


follies of other nations : I had the temerity 
to repreſent the exhauſted ſtate of the trea- 


YOL, 111. 5 


ſury, 


yay 
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there would be no deficiency of money,” 


were diſtributed in ſuch a manner, that 


| awoke his deſpotic pride ; he undertook 


had commanded, frequently at table ſpeak- 


- them. 
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ſury, to which he gave me this acrimo. 
nious anſwer : If honeſt men, inſtead of 


rogues, were allowed to farm the revenues, 


K 


The repeated epigrams on the ſupreme 
power of the miniſter de Clauſbach, which 


they ſhould reach the ears of his highneſs, 


the moſt ridiculous things on my account, 
giving orders that croſſed my beſt opera- 
tions without informing me, then accuſing 
me with the bad ſucceſs of what himſelf 


ing of miniſters who were vain enough to 
imagine themſelves great lords, and princes 
that were weak enough to be governed by 


My 
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My anger and indignation roſe to the 


higheſt degree: one evening on my return 


home I found my friend Reyerberg—** It 
is all over,“ exclaimed I, «© I will bear it 
no loner ; the die is caſt; I will immedi- 
ately demand my diſmiſſion, and abandon 
this ungrteful tyrant. Would to Heaven 
that I had followed thy advice, my friend.” 


Reyerberg. Recrimination is uſeleſs ; to 
aſk your diſmiſſion, under the preſent cir- 
cumſtances, would be the height of im- 
prudence: it is too late, the public will 


not now belieye you innocent. It, on the 


contrary, you wait wich aſſurance and noble 


tranquility the developement of the intrigues 


chat prelude your fall, though this ſhameful 
faction ſhould attain their end of diſplacing 
you from the rank you now hold, you will 
at leaſt enjoy the approbation of your own 

| Ta _ conſcience, 
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conſcience, the ſuffrage of all honeſt men, 
and the humiliating though ſecret avowal 
of your enemies, who, notwithſtanding all 
their efforts, could not accuſe you of any 1 
thing contrary to duty, and the ſtricteſt | 
probity. The prince, who is rather weak 


than wicked, will ſoon revenge you pub- . 

' licly on thoſe that have traduced you, pu- : 
* niſhing them at once with ſorrow and re- t 
pentance.” = P 
| tl 
| © Reit ſo,” replied I, © I will bear the G 
| : yoke, however painful, and wait the un- . 


+ravelling of the plot.” I armed myſelf 
-with all poſſible patience, and continued 


my uſual employments. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 


M. de Clanſbach contr ibures g. eatly to . 
bis own Fall. 


HEN 8 we loſe courage it is all 
over; an old maxim, but never: 


| theleſs ſtriftly true. The man who is dis- 


pirited is ſoon overthrown, while he, on 
the contrary, who preſerves his preſence of 


mind, judgment, and hope, in the deciſive 


moment, riſes victorious from the moſt pe- 


rilous ſituations, or at leaſt extricates him- 
ſelf with honor. The greateſt ſtateſmen 
uſually lofe their prudence, as foon as 


their power begins to waver, which is ever 


a certain means to haſten their ruin. When 


initead of wearing the aſpect of pride, 
power, ard ſecurity, the features of a mi- 
13 niſter 
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niſter betray trouble and diſtruſt, it inſpires 
his enemies with freſh courage, and gives 
riſe to fuſpicions among thoſe who before 
_ favoured neither party. If he ſhews himſelf 
more aſſiduous, more attentive about the 
prince, he alſo will ſoon fail in chat reſpect 
which had hitherto protected from ca- 
lumny a man that no one dared attack. If 
he becomes more polite in his manners, 


more condeſcending to the courtiers, or in- 


timate with ſubalterns, and forgets himſelf 
ſo far as to complain of the perſecution of 
his enemies, he 1s a loſt man. On the 


contrary, if he maintains an equal temper, 


conceals his vexation and diſcontents, or 
reſerves them for his cloſet, or to repoſe in 
the boſom of his family, that is, if he has 
the happineſs to have a prudent and ſen- 
fible wife, for otherwiſe he muſt keep ſilence 
even with her. If, without affectation, he 
1 5 ſpeaks 


I 
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peaks to the prince as uſual, the cabal re- 


main ignorant and uncertain how to act, 
as they know not what may have paſſed in 
the cabinet. If he appears to be neither 
more thoughtful, more ſerious, more com- 
plaiſant, more miſtruſtful, or more polite 
than uſual, his health ever the fame, with- 


out affected gaiety, groſs impoliteneſs, or 


inſupportable pride, the great number of 


thoſe who view things ſuperficially, and 


are capable of neither examining properly, 


or making juſt remarks, thoſe dii minorum 


gentium are deceived, and think, © This 
man muſt know what he is about; doubt- 
leſs he is protected in ſecret ; princes are 
artful, and his highneſs has contrived with 
him to put us to the trial.” By this con- 
duct he out-manceuvres his adverſaries, or 
at leaſt prevents them uſing. all their arts 
they A bn fall into their own ſnares, 
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or the plot lingers till the firſt zeal evapo- 
rates, and a freſh revolution takes place in 
events and diſpoſitions, directed by fate 


for the advantage of the perſecuted mi- 


niſter. 


2 


"hy o 
+8 n 


; To hide our r wisfortunes as much as poſ 
üble from others, is, in my opinion, a very 


ſalutary principle; it preſerves us from 


ſeeing mankind in the worſt light, and 
fayes ourſelves from a number of diſagree- 


able circumſtances. 


But as it is too cuſtomary to recommend 


virtues which we do not poſſeſs, my con- 


duct was by no means conformable to the 


rules which 1 have laid down. As my 
power decreaſed, I loſt even the appear ance 
of tranquility, dignity, or contentment; 


the remonſtrances of my wife and friend 


were 
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were ineffectual; my temper was inſup- 
portable, a conduct that deprived me of 
(from the meaneſt courtier to the prince) 
the reſpect, and every exterior mark of 
eſteem and conſideration, or teſtimony of 
gratitude, due to my diſintereſted ſervices. 


The old preſident likewiſe dropped the 
maſk, and treated me with marked diſdain, 
nor was lis niece backward in following; 
his example. This hypocrite appeared 
again in public, ſhaking his head when I 
was mentioned, and ſaying, < I am ſorry 
to hear all the accuſations againſt M. de 
Clauſbach; I am angry with myſelf for 
having, though innocently, contributed to 
the aggrandizement of a ſtranger; it is 
true he neither wants ſenſe nor talents, but 
his heart is corrupt, which is the eſſential 
point. A man without religion is always 
e Is ada 
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dangerous; notwithſtanding, it is not for 
me to judge him; the Moſt High will 
doubtleſs direct events, and diſcover his 
principles.” It was thus he animated weak 
minds againſt me, exciting them to ſeek 
for ſomething to accuſe me with. He at 
length ſucceeded fo well, that the prince 
employed him as an impartial man and 
ſkilful by long experience, to ſecretly exa- 
mine, with the aſſiſtance of who elſe he 
thought fit, into the complaints murmured 
againſt me. 


My enemies had no ſooner gained this 
victory, than the prince ſhewed himſelf to 
me in a light in which I had rather not 
have ſeen him; though there are men 
wicked enough to declare, that his illuſ- 


trious colleagues often adopt it. He con- 


cealed his intentions under a veil of the 
moſt 
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moſt conſummate diſſimulation, ever equally 


affable ani] attentive to me, he bore no- 


trace of the ſorrow in which the ſuppoſed: 


perfidy of a friend might be imagined to 


have thrown him; his attentions and com- 
plaiſance to my wife, whenever ſhe ap- 


peared at court, knew no bounds. i 


But it is time the reader ſhould become 


acquainted with this amiable woman, and. 


the happy life I led with her. 


At my return from Riga, the nobility 


endeavoured to treat us with arrogance and 


diſreſpect: my wife had ſome curious 


ſcenes with ladies of the firſt quality, and 
over whom ſhe acquired ſo much ſuperio- 
rity by her wit, livelineſs, and underſtand- 
ing, that they no longer dared refuſe her 
the diſtinction due to her merit, Not find- 
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ing any inclination to connect herſelf with 
ſuch frivolous beings, ſhe ſelected two or 


three ladies whoſe diſpoſitions were ſimilar 


to her own. Theſe compoſed her whole 
ſociety, as ſhe detached herſelf as much as 
politeneſs would permit from the circles of 

high life. She appeared but ſeldom at 
court, where ſhe was received with the di- 


ſtinguiſhed attention due to her rank as my 


wife, and yet more ſo from the dignity of 
her own behaviour, and the elegance of 


her manners. The greateſt part of her time 


was conſecrated to domeſtic duties, the 


education of our only ſon Albert being her 
favourite and principal occupation. 
Madame Balleriaire | was the author of 
my fortune; gratitude therefore obliged 
me, as well as my political intereſt, to treat 


her with complaiſance; her dif] poſition alſo 
| Was 
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was harmleſs, and converſation agreeable ; 
her connection with the prince was doubt- 

leſs not very canonical, but he had no wife, 
| and beſide I had no right to judge of her 
actions. If in the great world we were to 
renounce all commerce with ladies whoſe 
conduct is not exempt from reproach, our 
afſemblies I fear would be thinly attended. 
My ſpouſe thought the friendſhip of Ma- 
dame Balleriaire no diſhcnour, and as her 
health weakened, and her power dimi- 
niſhed, we looked upon ourſelves as bound 


in honour not to abandon her. 


The aſſiduities of my gentle companion 
were the only conſolation of the unhappy 
and abandoned favourite, who was totally 
- forgotten by the crowd of ltterers, be- 
cauſe ſhe could no longer be. uſeful to 


them 4 
Old 
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Old M. Haftendonk was lately ......! at 
Amſterdam, and had bequeathed to his 


grandſon a capital of two hundred thou- 


ſand livres, which was a conſiderable addi. 


tion to our fortune. But ſhall I confeſs it, 


to my ſhame, that I was even yet ſo great 
a ſlave to the deceitful prejudice of the 
world, that I would freely have ſacrificed 


that ſum to-extricate mylelf from my pre- 


ſent humiliating ſituation, and to have re- 


taken my former ſplendor. 


This bequeſt was to remain ſecret, the 


money being depoſited at Hamburg, and 


my preſence abſolutely neceſſary to receive 


it. In the road I was to look at an eſtate, 
which we defigned to ſecure for our aſy- 
lum, judging that a retreat would ſoon be 


neceſſary. 


1 aſked 
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J aſked leave of abſence for a fortnight : 
the prince granted it, with a ſpecious ap- 
pearance of kindneſs, It was the height of 
imprudence to abſent myſelf in ſuch a cri- 
tical time, and leave the field open to my 
adverſaries. Doubtleſs Providence decreed 


it for my advantage. I departed on the. 
12th of April, | 
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CH AP. XII. 


Journey to Hamburg. Deſcription of an 
Eftate which M. de Clauſbach purchaſes. 


OR a length of time before the cabals 
of my enemies had been open againſt 

me, I had determined to purchaſe an eſtate 
that would enable me to make a proper 
| ſettlement on my wife, and alſo ſerve as a 
retreat from my labours. At preſent pru- 
dence required it, in caſe I ſhould fall 


from the rank which I now held. A con- 
ſiderable eſtate had been offered us, and iſ pe 
which the price alone prevented me from IM he 
purchaſing ; our late bequeſt had however I fir 
removed the difficulty. It was ſituated I fer 
near the high road to Hamburg, and | fi 
ESD: | determined 


ed 
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determined to examine it in my route 
thither, _ 


I knew before hand that this eſtate 
would moſt probably pleaſe me, having the 


year before formed an acquaintance with A 
Captain de Weckel, who lived in its envi- 


rons. This gentleman viſited the courts 
in winter, ever obſerving with gaiety of 
temper, though ſometimes rather too fati- 
rically, all that paſſed there, He remained 
a fortnight at the court of the prince whom 
| ſerved, and appeared to chink me worthy 
of his eſteem and friendſhip, a circum- 
ſtance that particularly flattered me. Inde- 
pendent of his taſte for ſatire and raillery, 
he poſſeſſed a tecling heart, and capable of 
ſtrong friendſhip for thoſe he thought de- 


ſerving. It is an error to ſuppoſe that ſen- 


ſibility cannot be connected with keen ri- 


dicule, 


— 
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dicule, or that it is poſſible to love man- 


15. yet not to be blind to their faults, : 
and to laugh at their vices and follies. 1 
SER th 

M. de Weckel one day addreſſed me © 
thus: 1 believe you to poſſeſs innate 1 
probity, and the ſtricteſt virtue, circum- 4 
ſtances that lead me to ſuppoſe that you 8 
will ſoon relinquiſh the ſituation of mini- by 
ſter, or that you will be neceſſitated to R 

: leave it. If ſo, and you chooſe to retire to _ 
the country, and ſow where the ſeed i is not hi 
choaked with tares, as it is at court, come "a 
and live with us in the neighbourhood of _ 


Urfſtaedt; we are as happy there as can be 4, 
wiſhed. on the theatre of this uncertain 55 
world. It is not a paradiſe, the dwelling * 


of angels, but an agreeable country, whoſe 


inhabitants, whether by inſtinct, wiſdom, FD 
e or example, are friends to pro- all 


bity, 


n 
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bity, ſimplicity of manners, and gaiety. 
An old man, bending under the weight of 
years, a reſident at Urfſtaedt, and called 
the Baron of Leidthal, is our patriarch : 
his long experience and philoſophy, which 
has never been tarnithed by paſſions, forms 
our code of laws. M. de Hohenau has alſo 
been ten years an inhabitant, accompanied 
by a young, amiable, and virtuous wife. 
Rural economy, and particularly the edu- 
cation of three charming children, divide 
his time. His ancient Mentor, the ſecre- 
tary Meyers, is at once director of finances 
and governor of the ſchools. My ſpouſe, 
daughter, and ſelf, are the neareft neigh | 


bours; we live in uninterrupted friend- 


ſip; no diſputes nor coldneſs ever take 


place. To maintain the equilibrium among 


the country nobles, we have contracted an 


alliance both offenſive and defenſive, but 


much 
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much more harmleſs and diſ ntereſted than 
the leagues of great courts, formed to pre- 


ſerve the political balance of Europe: 


uſurp no unjuſt rights, but only wg to 


inſure our own tranquility and to do good, 
Men eſtimable for their virtuous diſpoſi- 
tions ſurround us, and labour for the fame 
purpoſe. We ſometimes call together a 
general afſembly of the ſtate, but not to 
freat of ſuperficies and trifles as they dd at 


Ratiſbon. Our deliberations concern edu- 


cation, luxury, the proper ſeed for plant- 
ing our lands, pious foundations, the pro- 
greſs of knowledge, the encreaſe of bees, 
agriculture, fodder for our beaſts, reading, 
the means of procuring horned cattle from 
Switzerland, the breeding of horſes, and 
the harveſt feaſts. We annually depute 
ſome from among us, and whom we call 


the mi/ionaries, though they attempt to con · 


vert 
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vert no one, who are obliged to travel for 


two or three months into the interior part 


of the country, to foreign courts, and 
more particularly to view the hoſpitals and 
other charities. Young people are choſen 


to accompany them, who keep an exact 


journal of all that paſſes, and which, on 
the long winter evenings are read and com- 
\ mented upon by the fire fide. Friends and 
correſpondents regularly communicate to 
us their ideas; I have the management of 
all the foreign buſineſs. There is an eſtate 
to be fold about a league from Uriſtaedt, 
but we will not ſuffer 1t to fall into the 
hands of any perſon who would ſhake our 


ſyſtem of equality; I could wiſh you to 


purchaſe it; your method of regulating 


your family pleaſes me; it is from that I 
form my judgment of your character; and 
| think 
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think that you would be an acquiſition to 
our ſociety at Urfſtaedt.“ | | 


This propoſal pleaſed me, and having 
maintained a regular correſpondence by 
letter with M. Weckel, 1 now determined 
to ſee the eſtate, and if I approved ſettle 
the buſineſs. | | 


I arrived there towards evening - the old 
Baron de Leidthal was ſeated in a circle of 
men, whom his cares had rendered happy; 
every one related the labours of the day; pr 
the buſineſs of each hour was regulated, a the 
cuſtom that, however pedantic it may ap- trie 


| pear, contributed greatly toward keeping fo. 


order throughout the whole. It is much opt 
eaſier to diſcharge our duties with e xacti. the 
tude, when under proper rules, than when "On 
we labour without plan, and are drawn b al 


change 


change of humour from one employment 


knew how to value the advantages of regu- 
larity, and that I took the moſt lively inte- 
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to another. 


The whole family received me with the 
utmoſt friendſhip ; I begged that ! might 
not interrupt the employment of the re- 
ſpectable Baron, aſſuring him that I well 


reſt in the duties of the father of a family : 
he therefore continued them in my pre- 
ſence. The children of M. de Hohenau 
preſented him with what had employed 
them during the day. The ſmile of a pa- 
triarch was an encouragement to freſn ef- 
forts, and a ſerious glance the puniſhment, 
of the idle. The farmers, the houſekeepers, 
che huntſmen, the gardeners, M. de Ho- 
henau himſelf, and the ſecretary Meyer 
alſo, gave account of their employments, 


and 


* 
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\ 


and received orders for the next day. The 


hours after this examination were conſe. 


crated to repoſe and the pleaſures of 2 


ciety. I ſhared them, with ſo much de- 
light, that I almoſt imagined myſelf a 
member of this amiable family. 


_—_— 


The evening was ſpent i in the utmoſt 


chearfulneſs, and the next day, accompa. 


nied by M. Meyer, I went to ſee Captain 
de Weckel, and from thence repaired to 


Ruhethal (the name of my eſtate). A long 


avenue of Linden trees leads ſtraight to it 
from Urfſtaedt, and appears to Unite the 


two eſtates by the bonds of friendſhip and 
concord. The buildings were not entirely 


to my liking ; ; the caſtle, for. example, was 


ſurrounded by a deep ditch, over which 
was a draw-bridge.” TIC bears too much re- 
| ſemblance to a citadel,” ſaid I, “ and be- 


ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks miſtruſt ; but I can have the ditch 
filled up; the alteration I mean to- make 


in the houſe and gardens will keep my 


mind in that ſtate of activity which I can- 
not at once give up. 


The fields, the meadows, and woods, 


among which ran brooks of water clear as 
cryſtal, charmed me. A wiſh to eſcape 


from the tumult and embarraſiment of the 


court made me conclude the purchaſe, and 


ſign the agreement the day following. 


My new farmer, an honeſt man, pro- 


vided me with a rural feaſt ; after which I 


ſealed my acquiſition with good Rheniſh | 


wine, I forgot princes, preſidents, cour- 
tiers, and favourites; the gaiety of my vi- 
litors was not conſtrained by the preſence 
of the curate of the diſtri ; modeſt, vir- 
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tuous, mild and rational ; wiſe without pe - 
aro d, without ſelf- love ; at- 


tached to Waion, without being intole- 
rant or ſuperſtitious; poſſeſſing dignity, 
without egotiſm or eccleſiaſtic pride; a 
declared enemy to vice, without attacking 
its votaries, agreeable in converſation, 
without wiſhing to engroſs it; in ſhort, he 
was truly worthy the univerſal eſteem he 


enjoyed. 


I gave an entertainment to my vaſſals; 
my friends from Urfſtaedt, and M. de 
Weckel, attended, and danced with the 
villagers. What a day the firſt in which 
I had felt, for many years, pure and unin- 
terru 8 pleaſure. 


After having ſettled all that cones 


* e at Rubethal, I continued my 
way 
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way to Hamburg. a0 Let things take 
what courſe they will,” ſaid I, 4 have 
now ſecured a ſafe retreat, where I ſhall be 
exempt from the intrigue and oſtentation 


of courts, and ſecure in the poſſeſſion of 
peace and felicity, 


—— 
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HAP. XIII 
The Storm bur/f1s—M de MeIhfeldt appears on 
' the Scene. 


J URING my abſence, my adverſaries 

were indefatigable in ſeeking mat- 
ter' of accuſation againſt me, in order to 
Haſten my fall. They aſſembled all whom 


they could ſurmiſe J had-offended, en- 


treating them to own freely their complaints, 


Do not fear,” faid they, © you ſhall 
have juſtice; the tyranny of M. Claus is 


over ; thoſe dreadful times in which he at- 
tempted to make a beadle of a miniſter. 
Speak boldly, in what has he 1njured you? 
It is a duty to your country and your ſove- 
Teign to diſcloſe his errors. The prince's 


eyes are open; he knows how groſsly he 


has 
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has been deceived, and the ſcandalous uſe 


that has been made of his favour and con- 


fidence ; therefore ſpeak without conſtraint, 


and if you require it your name ſhall be 


concealed.” 4 


Notwithſtanding thele efforts, they could 


not find a fingle complaint which could fur- 
niſh the commiſſioners with the leaſt hope 
of being able to ſupport an accuſation 


againſt me ; they therefore made a different 
attempt during my ſtay at Hamburg. 


I received a letter, very ill written, in 


French, and which was ſigned, God 
knows why, with the name of Condillac ; 


9 


adding, © I think it would be moſt pru- 


this adviſed me to return no more to 


dent for you to aſk your diſmiſſion, as you 
will by that means avoid the informations 
K 3 that 


"+ a>. 
— ——ẽẽ— 
— — on 
— — 


Wild 
1 
| 

1 

in 4 
1 
0 
al 
it 


198 THE GERMAN 


khat are making againſt you.“ I had loſt 
my depreſſion of ſpirits and fear, by the 
_ gracious reception l met with in the places 
through which I had paſſed; therefore, on 
the immediate receipt of the letter, I in- 
cloſed it in another, which I wrote to the 
prince, though probably he was before in- 
formed of its purport, addreſſing him thus 
—*<© J look on the anonymous author of 
this letter as the moſt vile and deſpi- 
cable of men; my conſcience is clear; if 
any complaints are lodged againſt my ad- 
miniſtration, I entreat your highneſs to ex- 
amine them with the utmoſt rigour ; for 
Which reaſon I will return to court beforethe 
time granted by your highneſs is expired.“ 


This firmneſs was not expected; and 
my enemies found it would be neceſſary to 
employ freſh arts and ſchemes to obtain 
+ their 
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their purpoſe. The crimes laid to my 


charge were forty-ihree, but all as ridicu- 


lous as that before-mentioned : they were 


repreſented to the prince, who not know- 


ing how to act in the buſineſs, had not 
courage to face me, but ſome days before 


my return, repaired to one of his country 


ſeats, deputing the preſident de Melhfeldt 
and the counſellors Laemmersdorf and 
Schvarzhelm, my judges, leaving me an 
order to anſwer their interrogatories, and 


not to quit the city before the concluſion 


of the proceſs, alſo informing me that he 
ſhould accept no letter that I addreſſed to 
him. | | 


During this time the health of Madame 


Balleriaire became daily more critical ; my 


wife remained conſtantly with her. Myadver- 


faries ſeized this pretence to keep her from 
4 „ 
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court, cauſing her to be informed that his 
highneſs, fearing the malady of Madame 
Balleriaire was contagious, entreated ſhe 
would not attend while ſhe continued her 
aſſiduities to that lady. My chearful com- 
panion immediately replied to the mare- 
ſchal, that ſhe doubted the air of the court 
was yet more contagious than that ſhe 
breathed in the apartment of Madame Bal- 
leriaire, and ſhould therefore willingly 
obey his charitable requeſt, 2 copia 


Madame Balleriaire died the evening he. 
fore my arrival, in the arms of my wife, with 
ſentiments truly religious: the prince ſoon 
ſorgot her, the courtiers endeavouring to 
divert him from every ſerious thought. 


Concerts, balls, and maſquerades, ſuc- 
ceeded ; : the Count de Lohfeld at length 
executed 
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executed a ſcheme which he had long in 
agitation; it was to raiſe Caroline, whoſe 
lover he was, to the rank of the prince's 
miſtreſs, in order to inſure his own fortune 
and happineſs by ſuch. infallible means. 
Feaſts and bacchanalian entertainments- 


greatly accelerated his purpoſe. 


The elevation of Mademoiſelle de Melh- 
feldt was no ſooner publicly known, than 
Reyerberg addreſſed me thus: “ It is 
full time, my friend, to pack up thy bag- | 
gage, for the black eyes thou haſt diſ- 
dained have conquered the prince, and will 
in all probability decide thy proceſs. He. 
was not deceived ; the next day the com 
miſſion appointed to queſtion me came to 
my houſe for the third time, the preſident 
behaving with ſuch: inſolent arrogance, 
that I ſtood in need of my whole ſtock. of 

Ks prudence 
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prudence to reſtrain my paſſion from break. 
ing out into violence. 


Never was the concubine of a prince ſo 
proud of brilliant diſhonour as Caroline. 
Never did real merit, a conviction of la- 
bouring for the good of a whole people, 
probity, talents, or activity, ſpread more 
- ſatisfaction on the features, than might 
be ſeen on the face of this woman, dig- 
nified by ſplendid | ſhame. She received 
with the moſt audacious boldneſs the ſcan- 
dalous flatteries and compliments of the 


courtiers, who were weak enough to pay 4 
to vice the homage they refuſe to virtuous 
modeſty, unmindful of every conſideration a 
but advancing their fortunes. The anti- 


chamber of the preſident was crowded with 
creatures who cringed beneath her feet. 
? Reyerberg 1 
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Reyerberg was almoſt the only perſon 
who did net flatter this idol, for which 
omiſſion he experienced much difdainful 


treatment; but that far from diſconcerting 


him, he received. with the moſt marking 
proofs of pride. On 'one hand, he was 
feared: on account of his keen ſatires; on 
the other, he was looked on as too weak to 
be worth purſuit. The Count de Lohfeld 
changed, at leaſt in public, the part of the 
lover to that of ciciſbeo to the new favourite; 
ever at her ſide, he conducted and accom- 


panied her wherever ſhe went; giving her 


his arm, or carry ing her angola; for which 
noble ſervices he was recom penſed with the 
appointment of travelling mareſchal to his 
highneſs. 


Caroline had the aſſurance to have apart- 
ments in one of the prince's country ſeats, 
K 6 | and 
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and to-furniſh them to her taſte. Her ex- 
pence in jewels and dreſs was immenſe, 
Aritul enong' to profit by the prince's in- 
clination for prodigality, and greedy of 
pleaſure and riches, ſhe diverted his atten- 
tion from the happineſs of his ſubje&s, to 
fix it on dances, dreſs, muſic, ſhews, and 
female dalliance. | 


IP he preſident de Melhfeldt, until the de- 
termination. of my cauſe, had again the de- 
partment of finances; my ſuit in the mean 
time continuing with the ardour that might 
be expected from fuch impartial judges, 
It was a peculiar favour that I might anſwer 
the interrogatories at my own houſe, and 
' which I ſhould not have obtained, if in 


effect the vexation I had experienced had 


not deſtroyed my health, and confined me 


40 my apartment. 


My 
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My judges took infinite pains to bewil- 
der the cauſe, and render it obſcure, but 
were nevertheleſs unſucceſsful. My papers 
were in the moſt exact order, and alſo ac- 
companied with writings, which proved, 
that far from enriching myſelf, I had ex- 
pended part of my wife's fortune in the: 
ſervice of the ſtate. They nevertheleſs en- 


deayoured to throw my moſt praiſe-worthy: 


— 


actions into a wrong light, and repreſent 
them as vices. 
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number of worthy perſons who ſet an ex- 


ample of virtue and honor even in this 


lower world. I experienced this truth ; 
for ſome well-diſpoſed people undertook 
my defence with courage; but their ex- 
treme ardor, which is frequently allied to 
imprudence, did me more injury than ſer- 


vice. 
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vice. Need I here mention my friend 
Louis, whoſe attachment nothing could 
ſhake; but having already to combat the 
hatred of the new favourite, I entreated 
him to obſerve a ſtrict neutrality. 


What gave me the greateſt aſtoniſhment 
was the attachment that a ſect of men ex- 
preſſed for me, from whom the world ex- 
pects little ſentiment or generoſity ; I mean 

the Jews. This unfortunate nation; ſo 
cruelly oppreſſed and deſpiſed, although 
we owe our origin. and religion to the ſame 
ſource ; this unhappy nation,. which fre- 
quently ſurpaſſes us in induſtry, morality, 
and underſtanding, had been cruclly loaded 
with heavy taxcs before I was miniſter, 


Juſtice made me endeavour to aſſiſt and 
relieve their diſtreſs, a conduct that made 


them look on me as their benefactor, and 
| _ grieve 
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grieve for the indignity which my enemies 
made me ſuffer. To teſtify their gratitude, 
ſome of their members were deputed from 
the body to wait on me, and to entreat me 


to command every ſervice in their power. 


This mark of attention pleaſed me, and 
confirmed the idea I ever adopted, that it 


is our ill treatment and injuſtice that cauſe 


the want of integrity, candour and honeſty, 


with which we accuſe the Jews. 


The ſuit againſt me had now been car- 
ried on near two months: I began to ſur- 
miſe its concluſion, expecting daily the in- 
formation of“ The prince, out of his in- 
finite clemency, relinquiſhes all proceeding 
againſt you, and dif.uifles you from your 
charge.” —I waited the happy moment with: 
impatience that ſhould bring theſe welcome 
- tidings ; 
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tidings; my wife had already began to 
pack up, tranſported with the idea of fly- 
ing to a peaceful aſylum, when an extra- 


ordinary and unexpected event furniſhed 5 
my enemies with freſh arms againſt me. 


CHAP, 
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C HAP. XIV. 


Former Connections are frequently dangerous, 
and ſometimes fatal. 


URING my firſt reſidence at Ratiſ- 
bon, I had enjoyed a certain degree 


of reputation as apothecary and alchymiſt. 
A miſerable pedant, called Otterhof, fol- 
lowed the ſame trade: this man had ſpent 


many years in the debauchery common to 


univerſities, and which he had left on being 
appointed tutor to the ſon of a rich bailiff; 
he however forfeited this fituation by too 
great an intimacy with the eldeſt daughter, 
After having experienced many ſtrange re- 
verſes of fortune, he came to Ratiſbon, 


where he taught writing and arithmetic, 


and was at length initiated into the learned 
and 
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and ſcientific brotherhood of alchymiſts. 
This naturally connected him with the apo- 
thecary Noldmann, where I was ſhopman. 
At his death, Otterhof had deſigns on the 
widow, who choſe to give me the prefe- 
rence, which was the firſt ſource of the ha- 
tred he bore me. My fall at Ratiſbon, 
which the brotherhood attributed to my 
own imprudence, involved him in its con- 
ſequences, being fatal to alchymy: he was 
baniſhed from the city, a circumſtance that 
doubtleſs encreated his reſentment towards 
me. I was ignorant of what had become of 
him, when one day as I was travelling as 
director of finances, to introduce ſome new 
ſcheme in the country, I met with Otten- 
hof. God knows how he came there, but 
he was ſchool- maſter in a village. We in- 
ſtantly recollected each other, yet neither 


appeared to wiſh to renew the acquaintance. 
Doubtleſs 
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Doubtleſs he had whiſpered that he was 
well acquainted with the director of 
finances, and that if he was inclined to tell 
all he knew, could put him in a ſtrange 
embarraſſment. My adverſaries, attentive 
to whatever could injure me, had made 
particular enquiries, and even queſtioned 
me reſpecting the life I had led in my 
youth. Things, however, proceeded no 
farther, when the ſchool maſter Otterhof 
was committed to priſon in a caſe of adul- 
tery. Here he was again interrogated re- 
ſpecting my ſcandalous chronicle ; he re- 
lated all he knew; meſſengers were imme- 
diately diſpatched, letters wrote to different 
places, and the accounts obtained, com- 
pared, and brought againſt me. Gueſs 
my vexation, when at the very moment I 
thought myſelf at the end of the proceſs, 
the prefident informed me with infernal 


Jay 
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Joy, that his bighnefs b had diſcovered ſuch 
ſhameful things in my former life, that he 
remitted my ſentence into the hands of the 
criminal judges, in the mean time forbid- 
ding me to quit my apartment. He alfo 
ſpoke ſo much on vagabonds, that at length 
my rage overcaine prudence ; I ſeized him 
by the throat ; he cried out for aſſiſtance; 
my wife and ſervants, alarmed at the noiſe, 
came in and ſeparated us. The inſolent 
old hypocrite, the moment before his de- 
parture, drew from his pocket a paper, 
which he threwon the table in a contemp- 
tuous manner, 


1 opened it, and found written, in large 
characters, the following words, little cal - 
culated to calm my paſſion. 


M. Peter 


/ 
1 
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N. Peter Claus, a ſhoemaker's fon, deſerter 
from the troops of the Duke of ***, became a 
poiſon-vender at Raliſbon, from whence he was 
obliged to fly, and has ſince been raiſed to the 


rank of prime miniſeer 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe my. feelings 
on the peruſal of this fatal billet. My 
houſe was inſtantly ſurrounded with guards, 
the preſident having informed his highneſs, 
that I attempted to ſtrangle him at the very 
moment when he repreſented his ſacred 
perſon. 


My ſituation became daily more pers 
plexing 3 my wife was overwhelmed with 
grief, and entreated me to conſult with 
Reyerberg. According to the rules of 
juftice, the prince had no right to tax me 
for my paſt conduct, as I had no accuſers. 

But 
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But juſtice is little conſulted when the ruin 


of an individual is determined. Beſide, 


they might have obtained complaints of the 
regiment from which I deſerted. What a 
humiliating circumſtance for a miniſter of 


ſtate to be neceſſitated to anſwer ſuch a 


ſhameful accuſation. 


There was but one method left to draw 


me out of this embarraſſment, and that ap- 


peared yet more diſhonorable than the cri- 


minal proceſs—notwithſtanding, neceſſity 


overcomes difficulties. My wife was to ad- 
dreſs the unworthy favourite, and entreat 


ber to uſe her intereſt with the prince to 
ſtop the proceedings againſt me, and ſuffer 


us to retire. This ſtep was humiliating, 
but it was very probable that Caroline, flat- 


tered by her triumph, and proud to ſee her 


enemies reduced to ſupplicate her aſſiſt- 
| Ace, 


fre 
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ance, would intereſt herſelf in our favour, 


were it only to give the public the firſt 


proofs of her power and greatneſs of mind. 


The affection of my ſpouſe conquered 
her repugnance; her tenderneſs overcame 


the difficulties and humiliation that attended 
the requeſt ; the next morning early ſhe 


repaired to the favourite, and returned be- 


fore I woke, uneaſineſs and agitation hay- 


ing kept me from ſleeping the beginning 


part of the night. 


« It is all ſettled, my dear friend,“ 


were the pleaſing words with which ſhe 


awoke me ;—all is ſettled, and we are as 
free as the birds of the air.” 
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CHAP. xv. 


1 de Clauſbach leaves the Court, and retires 
to bis Eſtate at Ruhethal, 


URELY I dream,” replied I, rub- 
bing my eyes, © yet you are really 
dreſſed— ; 


Madame de Clauſbach. It is no: dream; 
J am this moment returned from Caroline: 
make / you.rſelf perfectly happy, we may 
depart when we pleaſe. 

Claus. My beloved friend „how much 
muſt thy delicacy have ſuffered from this 
humiliatmg circumſtance? 

Madame 


# „„ 


a 
C 
li 
de 
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Madame de Clauſbach. Peace, peace, my 
dear huſband, it is all forgotten. What is 


2 moment of humiliation, compared to the 


ſmiling, happy proſpect we have before us? 


Claus. What a bleſſing is a prudent and 


faithful wife I will mention it no more 3 


for, indeed, I could not endure to hear, 
that a deſpicable courtezan had treated 
thee with diſreſpet. May Heaven ſome 
day put it in my power to ſhew thee my 
gratitude for this ſacrifice.”  _ 


. Reyerberg joined us the moment after, 
accompanied by a reſpectable old man, 


called Brincknam. He was a philoſopher, 


lived in the country, and had only come to 
town on purpoſe to enquire after me. 


VOL. 111. L 
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We were at breakfaſt, my wife ſeated be- 
ſide me, her arm rouhd my neck, and our 
| ſon on my knee, ſpeaking of the felicity 
that awaited us in the country: my heart 


was overpowered with tenderneſs. From 
_ this day, my ſon,” exclaimed I, „ all my 
labours fhall be devoted to thee; we now 
hve for thee alone; ſurely thou wilt be 
grateful for our cares ?” 


„What a charming groupe ſaid Rey- 


erberg, as he entered, by the air of ſere- 
nity that fits on your features, I gueſs what 


has paſſed. Madame de Clauſbach has 


taken the ſtep I propoſed yeberday, and 
all is well.” 


We informed him of what had paſſed; 


the converſation became animated; we 
converſed on the fine projects that we 


could 


-- 8 WY. 
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could execute in our rural aſylum. It was 
ſettled that we ſhould depart that ſame 
evening, attended by a fingle ſervant, and 
that our effects and domeſtics ſhould fol- 


low us the next day. 


«I ſincerely rejoice, my friend,” faid 
Reyerberg, to ſee thee fo tranquil and 
content. Endeavour to forget illuſtrious 
trifles and the buſtle of cities; it is a duty 
which thou oweſt to thyſelf and family. 
For me, I ſhall not forget them ; the for- 
tune of my aunt places me above want, 
and enables me to retire when 1 pleaſe 
from the contagious air of the court; but 
at preſent 1 am far from intending it; the 
unworthy treatment which thou haſt re- 
ceived calls forth my activity, and awakens 
my vengeance. I have nothing to loſe, 
have neither wife nor children, and, hap- 

L 2 pily. 
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pily, am not much affected by changes of 


fortune; I will therefore remain here, and 
make theſe wretches in their turn expe- 
rience what they have made thee ſuffer. 


The moſt artful flattery, and ſxilful cun- 


ning, ſhall ſerve to advance me in the 


good graces of a weak prince, whoſe ear is 


ever open to. vanity ; then if I ſucceed, 


adieu Melhfeldt, the mareſchal, the Count 
de Lohfeld, and the favourite courtezan. 


Iwill work againſt them in a manner that 
ſhall aſtoniſh the deepeſt courtier, and yet 
with coolneſs and deliberation, When I 
have accompliſhed that taſk, I will join 


vou in your retreat at Rukethal.” | 


Louis s project ſurprized us; we com- 


| "mented on it ſome time, paſſing the day 


together in the moſt intereſting diſcourſe. 
_ «I am by no means aſtoniſhed, ſaid 
5 3 Brincknam „ 
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Brincknam, * at this: injuſtice vou have 


fuſtained; whoover endeavours to labour 
for the happineſs of others muſt expect re- 
pulſes and changes. Why ſhould you hope 


for a happier fate than any benefactor of 


the human race ever experienced, either 


ancient or modern? To reckon on the gra- 
titude of cotemporaries, or on the aſſiſtance 
of faithful zealous friends, is to build on 
ſand. We have reaſon to congratulate our- 
ſelves, when we have not injuries returned 


for real ſervice.” 


Diſpoſed to believe the truth of this ob 
fervation, I recalled to my memory the 
commentary on J. J. Rouſſeau. The 


man who paſſes through life, poſſeſſed of | 


eaſe and a happy competency, cannot con- 
ceive the hatred of Rouſſeau to mankind 
to · be real, but an exaggerated picture.— 

: L. 3. | Before: 
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Before you . can judge, learn to appreciate 
properly your rivals in circumſtances, un- 
derſtanding, and fortune; riſe by your 
virtues and talents, and perſuade yourſelf 
in the innocence of your heart that you are 


citeemed and beloved, becauſe you are re- 


ceived with ſmiles and embraces. But 


when the precipice is dug beneath your 
feet by the ſame hands which prefſed your's 
with all the ſeeming warmth of friendſhip, 
and when at length the pit falls in, look 
round, ſee how your friends fly; regardleſs 
of your danger, they will hun you as 


though you were infectious; thoſe you 


have rendered happy will repay you with 


injuries; you muſt bear the arrogant pity 


of ſome, the inſulting, humiliating com- 


paſſion of others, and after having ſuffered 


All 
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All this is true, too true. Unhappily, 
men of underſtanding are uſually purſued; 
not that perſecution is the diſtinctive mark 
of merit, though it is frequently a proof 
of it. 


Mr. Brincknam added, that at firſt I 
ſhould have ſome trouble to accuſtom my- 
ſelf to the quiet of a country life. We de- 
parted in the evening; the ſeparation from 
my friends was painſul; various ideas took 
poſſeſſion of my ſpirits, and hung heavy on 
my heart. A crowd of poor, whom we 
had often relieved with the ſuperfluity of 
our wealth, heard of our departure, and 
when we got into the carriage ſurrounded 
us, their eyes bathed in tears, ſpeechleſs 
with ſorrow, but by their geſtures appa- 
rently imploring the benedictions of Heu- 
ven on our heads. I was loſt in a ſoft and 
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Pleafng. melancholy, nor could I refrain 
pelieving my emotion by tears. I ſnatched 
myſelf from this moving ſcene, and we 
departed immediately. 

Such was the concluſion of the dream of 
worldly grandeur that had ſo long bewil- 
dered my imagination. Happy the man 
who awakes from ſuch a deluſive ſlumber 
with ſtrength of mind and body unim- 
paired ; I had ſhook it off in time, or ra- 
ther my enemies had ſnatched me from it. 
Age has not weakened my faculties; and 
the latter period of my life, I may enjoy 
| liberty, domeſtic peace, the riches. of a 
country life, and the happineſs they be- 
ſtow. I bleſs the Author of all Good for 
giving me a heart ſenſible of his benevo- 


lence, ; 
We 
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We proceeded a league without ſpeak- 


ing. When we had entirely loſt ſight of 


the capital, and found ourſelves ſurrounded: 
with fertile meadows, and fields covered 
with rich crops of corn, our hearts inſen- 
ſibly gave way to a ſentiment of joy. No- 
thing is ſo ſoon forgotten, nor with ſuch 
pleaſure, as the remembrance of paſt mrsfor-- 


tunes. A.contemplation of the beauties of 
nature, into whoſe arms we were now going 


to throw | ourſelves, the ſerenity of *he 
weather, all invited contentment, and ba- 


niſhed the recollection of our ſufferings. 


We alighted from the coach, following it 


leiſurely, my wife leaning on my arm, and 


our ſon running and playing before us. 


- Art honeſt curate, whom I well knew, 


and at whoſe houſe we entreated a lodging 


the firſt night, was ſurprized at this viſit, 


L 5 ſaying, 
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ſaying, To what happy chance do I owe 
the honor of ſeeing your excellency in my 
humble dwelling ?''—* I have no longer a 
right to that title, my friend,“ replied I; 
* will you permit an exiled miniſter to 
paſs this night in your paſtoral habitation? 
Your kindneſs will do you no injury at 
court, I promiſe you.” 


Some few days after we made our entry 
at Ruhethal, I thought to ſurprize my 
neighbours at Urfitaedt, and the family of 
Captain Weckel, but they were informed 

we were on the road; and when we alighted | 
before the caſtle, found ourſelves inſtantly 
ſurrounded by thoſe tender friends, whoſe 
kindneſs has made a paradiſeof my dwelling. 


My firſt care on my eſtate was to alter 
the buildings; the winter I deſtined to the 
. inſtruction 
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inſtruction of our ſon. By the advice of 
my ſpouſe, I have determined to ſend for 
my poor couſin german, the ſon of the apo- 
thecary and burgo-maſter Valentin. I do 
not bluſh to acknowledge my relations, 
though poor and unfortunate, a fault too 
common with the great, but a certain hgn 
of.a bad heart. 

Our furniture arrived ſome days after, 
with the ſervants ; they brought me a letter 
from my friend Reyerberg. 


1 forgot to inform the reader, that at the 
commencement of the ſuit inſtituted againſt 
me, I remitted to his * my order of 
the blue . 


\ 


* 


6 


i 
{ 
e 
[ 
f 
[ 
1 
14 
| 


—— — 1 e 
1 1 — 2 * —— * — — — — 
— — * — ; CERN — = 2 — —. — - 
= > 2. - — * — — 2 — 3 — — — — — — g 
, — = — a pail - l \ rr — LACS == 
— - — = 
— . — . ——— . — — — 

——— ———— — —— —— — — . ——s 

.* 


ww A, — ns 7 


228 THE GERMAN 


Clans writes 70 the Plas and paſſes the Re- 
mainder of his 1 on his Ie. 


'MMEDIATELY-on my arrival at Ru- 
hethal, I wrote a letter to the prince; 


it is true I expected little ſucceſs from ſuch 
a ſtep, but I flattered myſelf with expoſing 
fome harſh truths, which I thought I owed: 
to myſelf and others. I had quitted the 
capital like a thief in the night ; my af- 


fairs were left in confuſion ; and the prince, 
blinded by hypocritical deceivers, imagined 
me a villain—me who had once enjoyed 
his favour and confidence. The greater 
number of the public muſt neceſſarily be of 
the ſame opinion, if I did not take ſome 
ſtep to publiſh the truth, and unveil the 
3njuſtice of my enemies. 
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The man whoſe conſcience is clear from 


reproach may be regardleſs of the judg- 
ment of the multitude : nor is it needful 


for him to prove his innocence of every ca- 


lumny invented by his enemies; it is ra- 
ther for the individual who dares boldly 
ſpeak againſt him, to examine the a ecus 
ſations and baſis on. which they, repoſe; 


before he repeats. ſuch infamies. Would 
it not be a deplorable circumſtance, if the: 


ſage could be forced to. quit his tranquil 


dwelling, and obliged to live in perpetual 
diſſentions? Ever under the neceflity of de- 
fending himſelf, and lofing time which 


might be better employed, than in ſup- 
porting his reputation againſt the inſinua- 


tions of the wicked. In that caſe, bad diſ- 


poſed men need only to ſpread twice every 
week, evil reports of his probity and the 
ſtate of his affairs, to neceſſitate him to 
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lay his books and receipts conſtantly before 
the public. 8 

We are only reſponſible for our actions 
to judges or ſuperiors; yet, if we wiſh to 
juſtify ourſelves of falſe accuſations, which 
have never been proved, but merely in- 
vented to deſtroy our honor, I think every 
man at liberty: and as this was exactly the 
caſe in which I found myſelf, I wrote the 
following letter to the prince. 


% My LORD, 

„ Your highneſs has overwhelmed me 
with ſhame and contempt, yet in quitting 
the rank in which you yourſelf placed me, 
I enjoy the ſatisfaction that my heart can- 
not reproach me, TI have even interro- 
gated my conſcience, whether i in this diſ- 


aſtrous moment 1 would change ſituations 
| with 
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with my enemies, and be the accuſer or 


the unjuſtly condemned. That incorrup- 
tible Judge whiſpers that my preſent- poſi- 


tion is a thouſand times preferable, and 


that no dignity on earth ſhould compel 


me to alter it. 


I entreat your highneſs not to attribute 


to pride, arrogance, or a defire of ven- 


geance, the motives that occaſion this ad- 
dreſs ; neither is it to defend my innocence, 
but to ſupplicate you to reflect, before you 
uſe the power which Providence has dele- 
gated to you, of deſtroying by a few ſyl- 
lables the civil exiſtence of a man of honor 
and integrity. My moral exiſtence is be- 
yond your reach, that you cannot deprive 


me of. 


„Innocence 
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Innocence is above the power of princes: 
or calumniators; and as your highnefs did- 
not think fit to cauſe my firft accuſations 
to be proved againſt me, neither do I think 
myſelf authorized: to. prove the. contrary, 
until my adverſaries have alledged the 
means on which they found their. denunci- 
_ations: The laſt reproach that was made 
me, on the ſubject of my former life, ap- 
pears to have ſome glimmering of truth, 
and to ſhew. me: in an unequivocal light, 
particularly on account of my entreaty to 
ſtop the proceedings, and alſo my precipi- 
tate departure; but that ſtep was the only 
means I had to procure am appeal. Thus 
then upon my eſtate, in à ſecure retreat, 
in a ſtrange land, and beyond the limits of 


your power, I will truſt my cauſe to an 


impartial public. I will print every adven- 
ture of my Hfe ; a proceeding that cannot 
be 
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be called vengeance. . A man whoſe honor 
has been ſtigmatized, if he defends himſelf 
publicly againſt calumny ; if he does not 
{tab his aſſaſſins, but tears off their maſks ; 
if be only returns the evil that has been 
done him, by relating and expoſing it to 
the eye of the world, it is not revenge, but 
a duty which he owes to himſelf and 
friends. Why ſhould he be careful of the 
reputation of people who have not ſpared 
his civil exiſtence? 


What I particularly entreat your hi gh 
neſs is, to be convinced that I do not pre- 
ſerve the leaſt animoſity to you; 1 write 
this letter to aſſure you of it; and likewiſe 


to offer at the ſame time ſome ſalutary 


council. If your highneſs looks on the one 
as temerity, and the other as uſeleſs, I en- 
treat you to conſider, that though the duty 

- of 
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of maſter and ſervant my ceaſe, the duty 
from man to man can never be extinct; 
and if we cannot clearly prove (a circum- 
ſtance difficult on earth) that paſhon has no 
ſway in our judgment, the individual is 
frequently as competent to diſcover intri- 
cate points, and to judge them as the 
prince, Accept therefore theſe laſt coun- 
cils. 


« Your highneſs poſſeſſes all the diſpoſi- 
tions neceſſary to form an excellent cha- 
racter, as well from the qualities of the 
heart as thoſe of the mind. I am not ac- 
cuſtomed to flatter. . You moreover” enjoy 
the advantage of high birth, and a rank 
which preſents you with numberleſs occa- 
ſions to do good, accompanied with an aſ- 


ſurance, that none of your meritorious ac- 


tions will be loſt in obſcurity, a powerful 
Incentive 


incentive to that virtue incumbent on high 


birth. What a pleaſure for a man, en- 
dowed with diſtinguiſhed talents and happy 
diſpoſition, like your highneſs, to diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf from his equals in rank and 


birth, by traits of juſtice and proceedings 


worthy praiſe. . Juſtice, my lord, is the firſt 
of virtues ; it brings us nearer to the Di- 


vinity, becauſe it ſprings from the quali- 


ries of the ſoul, and excludes weakneſs and 
paſſion, 


« But how can the man, in whom conſti- 
tution and pride alone gives ſometimes 
flights of probity, how can he be juſt, if 
he takes thoſe momentary emotions for 
yirtue irſelf ? Obſtinacy, ill humour, or 
perſuaſion, may draw him into precipitate 
actions, yet he dares boaſt of his activity, 
firmneſs, and perſeverance. Vile flatterers 


cringe 
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cringe at his feet, twenty thouſand flaves 
tremble at his. voice, and perſuade him that 
he reigns, when in reality a woman rules 
him. He diſtributes among a flothful ſet 
of courtiers riches that he has no right to 
beſtow, but which is the wealth of his ſub- 
jets, glorying in his benevolence while a 
thouſand miſerable wretches ſhudder in the 
duſt, and labour with the ſweat of their 
brows to procure to a voluptuary ſums ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport a life of oppreſſion. 


* Notwithſtanding, my lord, caſt your 
eyes on ſome of your equals in rank, you 
will find that this no wmaginary picture. — 

Your highneſs eannot degenerate to that 
point. Were it poſſible, I ſhould regret 
miſ-ſpending the time, when reſpecting the 


man more than the prince, I converſed 
with you on the duties of a ſovereign, and 
| the: 
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che means of procuring the public good. 
I was not deceived when I thought your 
highneſs ſuſceptible of virtuous ſentiments, 
and full of ardour for what ought to be 
held ſacred. The injuſtice which you were 
cauſed to be guilty of on my account ap- 


pears, it is true, to announce the contrary, 
But I repeat it, I was not deceived ; you 
are not yet degraded to the claſs of tyrants: 
you have only advanced the firſt ſtep; a 


fatal blindneſs has for a moment bewildered 
you; but it is not yet too late to return to 
the paths of virtue.“ 


Is had written thus far of my letter, ex- | 
periencing the moſt pleaſing ſatisfaction of 
opening the eyes of a ſovereign, when the 
old Baron of Leidthal entered; I read him 
my epiſtle, in hope that he would approve 
it, but I was deceived, 
| If 
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« ]f you will take my advice,” ſaid he, 
* do not ſend this letter. You have wiſhed. 
to avoid the appearance of paſſion ; not- 
withſtanding, it burſts forth 1n ſome places 
with much - bitterneſs. Paſſion, you well 
know, offends, but never corrects; beſides, 
men of that kind are incorrigible, and 
your prince, from the picture you have 
given me of him, is more ſo than others ; 
a being for whom extreme youth offers no 
excuſe, guided by the council of a wiſe and 
faithful friend, who taught him to enjoy 
the pleaſure that is attached to the exerciſe 
of virtue; if he falls into follies, and be- 
comes docile to the inſinuations of the- 
wicked, never flatter yourſelf that he will 
return to probity. Has not your prince 
enjoyed that happineſs in your adminiſtra- 
tion? It is then a vain hope to amend him; 


his weakneſs will never forſake him; mis- 
. fortune 
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fortune may perhaps render him momenta- 
rily wiſe. Of what ſervice would be your 
epiſtle? In the tumult of pleaſures with 
which he is intoxicated, he would not take 
the pains to read it. It is to time, that 
diſcovers merit, to juſtify you. Might I 
adviſe, add this letter to the number of 
your adventures, fince you are determined' 
to publiſh them.” 


This advice appeared dictated by wiſ- 
dom: I followed it; and here ends the re- 
cital of the remarkable events of my life. 
May they at once ſerve for amuſement and 
inſtruction. I do not fear ſincerely con- 
feſſing my follies, errors, and miſcarriages. 
It is true they are numerous; but before 
you pronounce againſt me, return thanks 
to Heaven that you were not thrown into 


ſimilar ſituations ; but have been better di- 
rected 
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WY 


rected by education, fate, paſſions, and 
temper. I believe we are all born wien the 
ſame weaknefles, and that if thoſe four 
powerful reſorts influenced us equally, our 
actions would exactly reſemble each other. 
But I admire the numberleſs ſhades in 
which the Creator has placed the work of 
his hands, as doubtleſs the prodigious di- 
verſity marvelouſly atteſts his power, 
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